
BREAKOUTS 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 1ST 

Bridging the Gap Created by Language Barriers 

 

Verizon and Public Safety 

For many years Verizon has been a leader in providing services and solutions to the Public Safety 

Community. With technology moving forward faster than ever, you need options. By not accepting one 

solution that gives you most of what you are looking for and simply “getting by”, Public Safety entities 

should look to developing mutually beneficial partnerships with trusted carriers that can provide 

evolving solutions, delivering to Public Safety what they need now.  Verizon is continuing to develop our 

network, our products and our services to support Public Safety. Join us for a discussion of what we are 

accomplishing for the Public Safety community today, and what we are looking to do in the future. 

Overview of the La Nina Winter of 2017-2018 and National Weather Service (NWS) Hazard 

Simplification  

Winter weather can vary greatly during a La Nina Winter across the Tri-State region, from unseasonably 

mild to unseasonably cold, with seasonal snowfall ranging from well below to well above average. 

Typically, the weather we experience is not much driven by the large scale La Nina pattern but by 

shorter scale weather patterns over the northern Atlantic Ocean, Arctic, and even Pacific. This session 

will review the winter season that was, and touch on what the causative factors were. In addition, we 

will discuss the National Weather Service Hazard Simplification initiative that debuted this past winter. 

How were our efforts to simplify and clarify messaging? Was it easier for you to find and understand our 

products and services? Finally, what are the NWS hazard simplification plans for the future? 

Striving for 25: Developing Resilience for your Career 

Being a resilient person allows us to adapt better to the stressors and the trauma that we encounter in 

our field. Using an interactive discussion format, the participants will learn a variety of coping 

mechanisms that are grounded in positive psychology to better deal with not only critical incidents but 

also the day to day stress of our job. 

An Overview of Communications Technologies 

As we are forced to switch to newer digital trunked systems, we are faced with a new terms and 

acronyms such as "TDMA", "VOCODER", and "Trunking." This talk will help to break down the 

technology into understandable terms and will go through the pros and cons of such systems. In 

addition to the newer communications systems, this talk will present alternative modes of 

communications such as VHF simplex, VHF lowband and even HF single sideband. Also touched upon will 

be the benefits of including amateur radio in your emergency communications planning. 

 



Building Relationships that Weather the Storms 

Whatever role you play, relationships are critical – especially when disaster strikes. This multi-agency 

panel will discuss the importance of building partnerships across sectors in a collaborative environment 

for planning, preparation, response, recovery and resiliency. Examples of successful collaborations will 

be reviewed as well as discussion around challenges when those relationships were not in place. 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2ND 

Texas Deployment 

 

iSAT for Disaster Mental Health Responses 

In addition to providing early inventions, disaster mental health and other responders need to screen, 

assess and triage as they intervene. The iSAT triangle illustrates the interactive process of these vital 

tasks. This breakout covers the iSAT fundamentals. It poses questions about the nature of emergencies 

and a video shows an emergency surge. This sets the stage for what to expect about casualties. It 

presents 7 key aspects of assessment, 3 screening principles, important screening questions and a triage 

checklist. Participates will have an opportunity to interact in recognizing various acute medical 

syndromes based on a person’s mental status and somatic signs. There is a focus on specific conditions 

such Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), Carbon Monoxide poisoning, reactions to Biological, Nuclear, 

Incendiary, Chemical and Explosive (B-NICE) events, Acute Stress Disorder, Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 

and Grief. Educational Objectives: At the conclusion of the breakout, participants should be able to: 1. 

describe assessment, screening and triage, 2. enumerate 7 key assessment aspects, 3. recognize the 

mental status and somatic signs of acute syndromes, 4. list the effects of B-NICE events, 5. explain what 

screening methods might not and might predict PTSD, 6. ask screening questions, 7. use PsySTART™ 

Mental Health Triage System. 

Parent and Student Reunification After a School Crisis; How Prepared is Your Town? 

School safety has become the most important work of our time. Emergency operations planning 

between school leaders, business administrators, emergency responders and school staff is a continuous 

process. Since September of 2014, and in accordance with the School Security Task Force 

recommendations, the New Jersey Department of Education’s Office of School Preparedness and 

Emergency Planning has conducted over 700 drill observations throughout the State of New Jersey. 

During these visits, best practices are shared to improve safety and security protocols. In this session, 

Robert Sensi and Thomas Gambino from OSPEP will present common measures to develop a school-

wide reunification plan. Elements to be discussed in this session will include; communication during the 

crisis, pre-determining the proper reunification location, transporting students to the reunification 

location, pre-planning of the reunification of the students and parents, established partnerships with 

first responders (fire, police, public works, transportation), releasing students to parents/guardians, and 

establishing a family support center. 

 



Florida Deployment 

 

Deadly Rip Currents: The Summer of 2017  

At least half of the drownings along the New Jersey shore in 2017 were due to rip currents. Each 

morning during the summer, a forecaster from NWS-Mount Holly hosts a brief conference call with local 

beach patrols, so lifeguards can better plan for changing conditions. Lifeguards also share their 

observations, which the forecaster uses to augment a risk-based forecast for rip currents. Currently, 

NWS-Mount Holly is attempting to boost participation in this conference call, which is beneficial to both 

parties. The end result is that local decision makers are armed with better information to allocate their 

beach patrol resources accordingly. 

Safeguarding the Dementia Journey 

This presentation addresses the Alzheimer's epidemic, the scope and impact of the disease on 

individuals and society, with special consideration for the safety issues that abound in home care as well 

as institutional settings. The content is aimed at interventions and safeguarding for various hazards in 

home and care settings, readiness recommendations for disaster preparedness, ways to address 

challenging issues such as wandering, gun and driving hazards, and abuse/neglect, suicidal/homicidal 

situations and triage responses to helpline calls. 

Puerto Rico Deployment 

 

Assessment of Winter Storm Impacts Using Real-Time Road Temperature Data 

Hazardous highway travel is one of the most serious impacts resulting from winter storms in New Jersey. 

Research has shown that, nationwide, several hundred people die each year in winter-storm related 

vehicle accidents. Road surface temperature, which is generally not the same as air temperature, is a 

critical factor in determining whether snow or sleet will melt on contact, and whether or not rain will 

freeze on contact. Under certain conditions, even a very light rain or snow can very quickly cause 

roadways to become extremely treacherous. During the winters of 2016-17 and 2017-18 the National 

Weather Service Forecast Office in Mount Holly has been receiving road temperature reports from 

about two dozen sites around New Jersey. These reports come from the New Jersey DOT Road and 

Weather Information System’s network of sensors and are updated every two hours during winter 

weather events. NWS Mount Holly has been using this temperature data in real time to help assess the 

impact of impending winter storms as well as storms in progress. Also, research is on-going to better 

understand the relationship between road temperature and other weather variables. More background 

information and examples of how road temperatures are used will be presented at the conference. 

Emergency Communications and Sustainability 

Emergency preparedness & resiliency are key to the sustainability of any community. This session will 

focus on what local public safety & communications officials can do to help their towns gain points 

within Sustainable Jersey’s certification program. We will discuss creating an easy-to-use communication 

strategy within your EOP that is readily available & tested by the appropriate staff; diversifying the types 



of communication channels used in order to expand your message’s reach; putting in place a process to 

identify vulnerable residents & maintain key contacts to facilities servicing such populations; and an 

overview of Register Ready. 

Engaging the Faith-Based Community in Disaster Response and Recovery efforts 

As Emergency Managers we are always seeking additional resources to support our response and 

recovery operations. Building partnerships is a key way to ensure that our emergency management 

plans are functional when disaster strikes. The Faith-Based community can serve as a vital supporting 

partner in any emergency management plan. From mass care operations to mucking out homes, from 

feeding operations to volunteer support, the Faith-Based community can make a difference. Learn 

about the NJ Interfaith Council and how congregations across the state are partnering with emergency 

managers to offer support and vital resources during disasters. 

U.S.Virgin Islands Deployment 

 

Lessons learned from the NJEMSTF response to the US Virgin Islands 

 

Crisis Response to Las Vegas Shootings 

The massive shooting at Highway 91 was a tragedy with ripple effects far beyond the immediate 

casualties. We discuss the experience and lessons learned of six teams of canines and handlers, who 

responded to this crisis offering support to first responders, families and hotel staff. 

EMS Response to the Opioid Epidemic 

Opioid abuse has become our modern-day epidemic, involving illicit drug combinations abused by 

patients, and providing a clinical treatment challenge for EMS. Each unique combination affects how the 

patient will present and what combination of medications and skills the EMS will need use. During this 

lecture, we will discuss some of these opioid concoctions, identify some warning signs to maximize the 

clinical care you give while keeping yourself safe. This lecture will also talk about current drug 

monitoring initiatives that NJ EMS has adopted as best practices that you may be able to adopt and 

improve upon in your jurisdiction. 

Making Your Education Work For You 

Undergraduate and graduate students entering the profession of emergency management may find 

themselves feeling as if classroom experiences are unrelated to professional practice. This dilemma is 

compounded by the reality that emergency management is interdisciplinary, and is taught through a 

number of academic lenses, including (but not limited to) criminal justice, health sciences, public 

administration, homeland security, civil engineering, and fire science. As a result, students often 

overlook the experience they've acquired that demonstrate competency sets best suited for a career in 

emergency management. This session will review emergency management competencies developed 

under the auspices of the Federal Emergency Management Agency's Emergency Management Institute, 

and address how these can be reflected on resumes and other professional documents through work 

completed in undergraduate- and graduate-level coursework in a variety of fields. Attention will also be 



paid to presenting opportunities for professional development and networking that students should be 

taking advantage of as they set their sights on a career in emergency management. The session is 

geared toward undergraduate and graduate students but is also relevant for professionals returning to 

university settings for additional training or to meet education requirements for advanced job 

placement. The session may also be beneficial to professionals currently teaching or looking to teach at 

the university level and wish to gain a fresh perspective on the relationship between the classroom 

environment and emergency management practice. 

Tidal Total Water Level Forecasts, the Next Step 

The increasing number of tidal flooding events in New Jersey can range from nuisance to life-

threatening. This breakout session will cover the multi-year evolution of NWS Mt. Holly’s tidal flooding 

program and discuss an important new set of products called Total Water Level (TWL) forecasts. 

Beginning October 2017, NWS Mt. Holly began producing TWL forecasts for fifteen tidal locations 

throughout coastal New Jersey and Delaware, the Delaware Bay, the Maryland Eastern Shore, and along 

the tidal portions of the Delaware River. During this breakout session, a simplified TWL methodology will 

be presented as well as a live demonstration utilizing the Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service (AHPS) 

website. 

 

THURSDAY, MAY 3RD 

CERT and Damage Assessment 

Proper, timely and accurate damage assessment after a major event is essential to recovery. The 

Community Emergency Response Team can be a valuable asset to conducting an area or jurisdiction-

wide assessment. The use of Tools such as the ORION program make a potentially effective tool. When 

combined with an effective training program and efficacious exercises the Team becomes a valuable 

asset to Emergency Management. This session will discuss all aspects of CERT damage assessment 

preparedness. 

Communications Interoperability in New Jersey 

This program will discuss the Governance, Standard Operating Procedures, Technology, Training and 

Exercises, and Usage of communications interoperability programs and assets throughout the state. We 

will also discuss our regional planning efforts with our surrounding states and federal partners. 

OHSP Toolbox: Programs and Resources to Strengthen State Preparedness 

The New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness (NJOHSP) strengthens the security and 

resiliency of New Jersey by managing risks through collaborative and integrated efforts of the whole 

community. The office conducts ongoing outreach to local communities, offers security assessments to 

identify vulnerabilities, and provides critical risk analysis to share actionable information and training to 

both the public and private sector and New Jersey residents. This session will feature a multi-disciplined 

group of NJOHSP representatives, that will discuss a variety of tools and opportunities to assist 

stakeholders with preparing their communities and organizations for both man-made and natural 

events. During this breakout session, representatives will deliver brief presentations on the Hometown 



Security Initiative, the Regional Intelligence Academy and other training offerings, vulnerabilities 

assessments and implementing protective measures, funding opportunities, and cybersecurity. 

NWS Hurricane Update for 2018 

 

An Emergency in a Healthcare Facility is NOT the Time to Exchange Business Cards 

Healthcare Facilities, Emergency Management, and Emergency Service Agencies need to know one 

another and be comfortable with each other before emergencies arise. So too is it critical that the 

healthcare facilities in proximity know one another and develop a level of trust between them for when 

emergencies occur. Just as politics must stop at the water’s edge, in times of emergencies, cooperation 

must replace competition between healthcare facilities. This breakout session will provide best practices 

for forming an effective healthcare facilities emergency preparedness committee to foster strong 

relationships among and between facilities and emergency management. 

Earn Money Sleeping: Sleep Loss & Fatigue in First Responders 

Fatigue and poor sleep hygiene are so commonplace in first responders that we accept it as the norm. 

Increased public awareness of fatigue related accidents, medical errors, and first responder mental 

health, challenges providers and leaders to examine the priority of sleep in their lives and agencies. Amy 

will discuss the importance of quality and quantity of sleep, related physical and mental comorbidities of 

poor sleep hygiene, and tools for responders to improve their sleep methods and environment. 

GPS and GIS: What Are They and Where Are We Going? 

If you were ever interested in learning the background of what GPS and GIS can do and where they 

came from, now is the time. We will provide you the basics of the Global Positioning System (GPS), why 

was it created in the first place, its relative accuracy, and the limits of where you can and can’t rely on it 

to tell you where you are. Next you will receive a brief overview of Geographic Information Systems 

(GIS) when did mapping start to help see the picture and how it can quickly pull data together in a 

helpful map of the area. Finally, we will show you how GPS and GIS can work together to help first 

responders see the whole picture. 

Terminal the Sequel - Re-Constitution of San Juan Intl Airport and the Port of San Juan post Maria 

This presentation will cover deployment activities pertaining to an EMAC request from the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey post Hurricane Maria. 

Unlike typical EMAC requests that support search & rescue or other public safety aspects this request 

was specific to restoring the infrastructure of the Port of San Juan and the airports in Puerto Rico. The 

presentation will focus on pre-deployment and deployment considerations, medical support, security, 

logistics supply chain and activities at San Juan International Airport and the Port of San Juan. 

Active Shooter Training Without Robbing The Bank 

Valley Health System consists of an inpatient hospital, multiple outpatient locations, as well as a home 

care agency and a medical group with over 73 practices located throughout Northern New Jersey. Valley 

was looking for a cost-effective way to roll out their active shooter protocol as well as provide drills at as 

many locations as possible. Valley provided ALICE training to all employees and then did 30-minute pop 



up drills in departments within in the hospital and off-site locations. This breakout session will review 

the selection of ALICE protocol, evaluation of high risk areas, mandatory annual ALICE training and the 

drills, drills at outpatient areas, all provided in a cost-effective manner. There will be a lessons learned 

segment which we will cover the mandatory steps in conducting a full-scale exercise, including the 

planning and safety aspects in an active area, and in getting community buy in from your stakeholders. 

In addition, it will cover workplace violence and programs and training put in place along with positive 

results. Session will be a combination of lecture, videos of previous drills and a question and answer 

session. 

Collaborative Response Graphics (CRGs) - Using Visual Planning for Public Safety Emergency 

Responses 

The July 22, 2004 Final Report of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States 

(Commonly referred to as the “911 Commission Report”) listed recommendations that public safety had 

to consider to better safeguard our homeland and domestic security needs. Among the critique of the 

public safety response was the lack of communications interoperability between the diverse entities 

that responded to the tragic events of September 11, 2001. However, in a quest to ensure that public 

safety and private security professionals could connect communication systems we ran past an essential 

and critical, yet basic, component to our communication needs. Question: Once our systems are 

connected, what language will we speak? When SEAL Team 6 was tasked with killing or capturing Usama 

Bin Laden during Operation Neptune Spear, they had every conceivable resource of the United States 

government at their disposal. They could have any tool they desired to plan that operation, and with 

nearly limitless resources and options, they chose a singular piece of paper — a visual plan. That plan, 

known in the military as a Gridded Reference Graphic (GRG), can be seen sitting unassumingly in front of 

Secretary Clinton in the famous White House Situation Room photo captured during the operation. The 

power of that photo is just now being realized. Back in May of 2011, while US public safety professionals 

still plodded along with text-based plans, everyone connected with Neptune Spear—from the President 

of the United States to a SEAL operator in Abbottabad, Pakistan half a world away — was looking at the 

same piece of paper: a GRG of the plan. They literally were “on the same page”. The Gridded Reference 

Graphic has now come home and is available as its domestic equivalent — the Collaborative Response 

Graphic (CRG®). The Critical Response Group is made up of former members of our military's Joint 

Special Operations Command and former police executives. The Critical Response Group creates CRGs 

by combining a gridding system, aerial imagery, floor plans, critical features, and key plan components 

into a simple to decipher geospatially accurate graphic. When viewed on a GPS-enabled smart device, 

the user is plotted on top of the plan in real time. At its core a CRG allows for a simple and common 

language, and instant visualization of key emergency plan components. A contact team trying to 

communicate the location of a shooter in the band room doesn’t need to know anything. 

Domestic Operations and the National Guard 

We will discuss the role of the National Guard during Emergency Operations and clarify some 

misconceptions and answer unknown questions about the National Guard. The process for requesting 

assets and/or capabilities via e-Teams e.g., Soldiers, equipment, vehicles, aviation, etc. The Intelligence 

behind operations and the processing, analysis, and dissemination of products to interagency partners 

for damage assessments of critical areas, infrastructure, etc. Sharing Situational Awareness tools for 

damage assessments utilizing Full Motion Video and still images answering Prioritized Intelligence 



Requirements by decision makers. The role of the Civil Support Team in conjunction with chemical and 

biological threats and the response that follows. The Homeland Response Force responsibilities during 

civil disturbance/unrest. Finally, a briefing on the partnership between the ROIC and the Joint 

Operations Center. 

 

FEMA's Preliminary Damage Assessment and Individual Assistance Programs 

After a disaster it is important to capture the extent of damage that occurred. Conducting Preliminary 

Damage Assessments (PDAs) is an important part of obtaining a Presidential Declaration in the 

aftermath of a disaster. This session is designed to provide emergency managers with insight on how to 

conduct PDA's. Once the Presidential Declaration is received it can be for FEMA's Public Assistance or 

Individual Assistance programs. This session will focus on the Individual Assistance program and explain 

the type of disaster assistance services available to survivors who register with FEMA. 

The Coordinated Response to a Lost/Missing Person Incident 

Unfortunately, there currently exists no common concept of operations, standard of care, or 

certification at any level of government for lost and missing persons search and rescue response within 

the State of New Jersey. Inconsistent coordination and response to these events, jeopardizes the safety 

of the subject, prolongs family grief, and puts responders at increasing levels of risk and legal liability. 

This planning initiative will address these issues by creating a coordinated response to the lost or 

missing person incident. 

Is the Decision to Evacuate Far More Stressful Than the Evacuation Itself? 

Over two successive years, mandatory evacuations have been ordered for the New Jersey coastline – 

the first Hurricane Irene in August 2011, and Hurricane Sandy October 2012. There has only been one 

other time when an evacuation initiated, and that was a “voluntary” evacuation for Hurricane Gloria 

September 1985. Prior to the hurricanes mentioned above, one of the main concerns, voiced by many in 

the Emergency Management Community has been, “how are we going to successfully evacuate since it 

has never been attempted before?” Other parts of the United States’ vulnerable coastlines have 

successfully evacuated several times, but there have been cases where things went terribly wrong. What 

can we expect in the most densely populated state in the country? A standing joke among many 

emergency managers has been, “why, we evacuate every Sunday! If that is the case, then why hesitate 

when a threat is looming in the Atlantic Ocean? This presentation will examine how the evacuations for 

Hurricanes Irene and Sandy differed from what we experience on our roadways every Sunday during the 

summer season. You just might be surprised! Marty Pagliughi, Emergency Management Coordinator for 

one of the most difficult counties to evacuate, Cape May – Vincent Jones, Emergency Management 

Coordinator for Atlantic County – and Jim Eberwine, retired Hurricane Program Manager from the 

National Weather Service will explain different parts of the evacuation scenario. 

Amateur Radio for Emergency Managers 

Amateur or “HAM” radio has proven to be indispensable in the aftermath of Hurricanes Ivan and Maria. 

Historically, Amateur radio has been a valuable resource in the Response and Recovery phases of many 

disasters, providing expedient communications when standard public safety and commercial 



telecommunications infrastructure has been severely impacted or completely overwhelmed. This 

workshop will provide guidance to Emergency Managers on establishing a viable, NIMS compliant, 

AUXCOMM (Auxiliary Communications) program as part of your EOP within ESF-2. TOPICS: • Recruiting, 

retaining and motivating volunteer “hams”. • Where does Auxiliary Communications sit in the NIMS ICS 

COMU • What are ARES, RACES, AUXCOMM, SKYWARN, - Differences? Overlap? Coordination / 

Integration into your program • What resources / support are available from State and Federal agencies 

• What equipment is required / how much will it cost? • Amateur Radio – What’s New? ( This is not your 

grandad’s ham radio ) – utilization of newer IT based technologies to supplement voice i.e. Digital ICS 

Form transmission, utilizing digital modes in a HIPPA Compliant environment, Wireless Broadband 

“MESH” Networking for transmission of on scene video etc. • Recent and relevant examples of 

successful Amateur Radio program deployments and integration into jurisdictions will be included in the 

workshop as well as some limited equipment “ Show and Tell”. 

Crisis Communications 

The ability of emergency management to communicate their strategies and inform the public 

adequately during time of crisis is essential. This workshop will introduce the notion of using the media 

as a strategic partner, defining the publics to be served and role of emergency managers in 

communicating with the community to manage crisis. We will also discuss building the perception of 

emergency management programs before a disaster and working to promote the Whole Community 

approach to preparedness. 

Dam Safety in New Jersey: Preparing for and Responding to Dam Emergencies 

It wasn’t long ago that New Jersey faced tremendous rainfall events such as Tropical Storm Irene in 2011 

and the Burlington County Flood in 2004, which wreaked havoc on dams in the State. With all dams, 

there comes the potential for emergency situations to develop. The New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection's Bureau of Dam Safety works to ensure the safety and integrity of dams in 

New Jersey, thereby protecting people and property from the consequences of dam failures. The Dam 

Safety Program is responsible for the oversight of approximately 1,700 dams in the State and it is critical 

that dam owners and emergency management officials are prepared to respond to dam emergencies. 

The goal of this presentation is to provide an overview of how dams fail, emergency action planning, 

recognition and response to dam emergencies, security concerns, and recent case studies. 

Public / Private Sector Partnerships - Electric Utility Partnerships 

Your electric utility has established a mutually beneficial relationship with the public sector. What your 

local electric utility is doing to partner with your local and state government agencies, and why it makes 

sense for both parties. 

 

FRIDAY, MAY 4TH 

Crisis Counseling: Working with Faith-based Leaders in Patterson, NJ and St. Thomas USVI 

NJ DOH Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services Disaster and Terrorism Branch continues to 

work with faith-based leaders and their communities in addressing psychosocial needs in the aftermath 



of community traumatic events and disasters. Providing Psychological First Aid and disaster mental 

health psycho-education training to community religious professionals will be discussed. 

Damage Prediction Models, Drones and Mutual Assistance - Your Utility is Preparing 

The ability of emergency management to communicate their strategies and inform the public 

adequately during time of crisis is essential. This workshop will introduce the notion of using the media 

as a strategic partner, defining the publics to be served and role of emergency managers in 

communicating with the community to manage crisis. We will also discuss building the perception of 

emergency management programs before a disaster and working to promote the Whole Community 

approach to preparedness 

Hazardous Waste Operations & Emergency Response 

The main topic for this breakout session is the Public Employee Occupational Safety & Health, Hazardous 

Waste Operations & Emergency Response Standard (29 CFR1910.120), including requirements for 

establishing Emergency Response Plans (ERP) covering anticipated emergencies and training. ERPs must 

also be negotiated and recognized by and coordinated with all parties involved in potential responses at 

every organizational level. Every party to the ERP must be cognizant of their specific responsibilities and 

appropriately trained and competent to perform them. Other related sections of 1910.120 and other 

related PEOSH standards will be reviewed. In addition, presenters will demonstrate access to Right to 

Know (RTK) Survey Data from the NJDOH and NJDEP systems and how using them can provide 

invaluable information before, during and after a response. RTK databases provide information essential 

to identify and assess potential chemical hazards in your jurisdictions, establish a comprehensive ERP, 

and exercise your plan. During a response, reviewing the information on the NJDOH Hazardous 

Substance Fact Sheet (especially the “Quick Reference” section) along with the Manufacturer’s Safety 

Data Sheet is imperative to assessing the chemical hazards and severity of risk to responders and the 

public. 

Managing Substation Fires 

This course will cover the hazards and response tactics associated with high voltage transformer 

firefighting in a substation environment. These are low frequency high hazards incidents that do not 

occur often enough for members to sharpen their respective skill set in this field. As such, training 

remains paramount in firefighter safety while operating at these incidents. Course participants will learn 

about electrical safety, chemical hazards, appliances and suppression agents along with the safe 

standoff distances required to stage an attack. The course will also cover key lesson learned which must 

be applied while operating at these facilities. 

Modernizing New Jersey's Triage System 

The last major revision to New Jersey’s prehospital mass casualty incident (MCI) triage policy occurred in 

2003. This update identified the New Jersey specific triage tag and the S.T.A.R.T triage system as the 

best available at the time. Several area agencies including the Fire Department of New York have 

recently made significant updates to their Emergency Medical Services mass casualty incident triage 

practices. The UH CEPR has conducted a review of START, SALT and other triage methods. This 

presentation covers the Centers proposed changes to New Jersey’s Emergency Medical Services MCI 

policy. 



NJ Statewide Utility Safety Team 

The New Jersey Statewide Utility Safety Team is focused on enhancing coordination between and 

among emergency responders and response groups to: Better Understand Response Needs Coordinate 

Best Practice Responses Share Information to Response Organizations This Team comprises all NJ Gas 

Utilities and Emergency First Responders from throughout the State. The Team came together after 

realizing there were no standard practices for responding to a gas leak. Statewide guidelines, processes 

and procedures were developed and shared with all potentially responding Emergency and Non-

Emergency First Responders. Only the State of Georgia has organized such a concerted effort among 

Emergency and Non-Emergency First Responders. The work of the Team is training, exercises and 

distribution of timely, important information in the form of Statewide Safety Alerts. 

Overview of Flammability Products via Rail and Pipeline 

The target audience is all levels of emergency responders. Historically, when no one is sure how to 

handle a situation they call the fire department and expect action leading to a positive outcome. The fire 

department has become the catch all agency and therefore must take the time and effort to attain skills 

and knowledge related to potential emergencies. It is imperative that the line suppression personnel, 

the command staff and the administrative staff all understand the same ‘who, what, when, where, how 

and why of unique operations involving railroads and/or pipelines. This helps ensure a safer, smoother 

and better coordinated mitigation effort. The transportation of flammability products via rail and 

pipeline is rapidly increasing. Rail lines are running on many routes that pre-date the Civil War and 

around which towns and cities have grown. Pipelines often follow railroad rights-of-way. Large scale 

spills and fires involving flammable products were predominately a fixed facility event with immediately 

available site personnel, fire brigade and specialized equipment and extinguishing agents. Rail and 

pipelines transverse areas remote from the fixed facilities, and thus this type of incident is a unique 

challenge to the local fire department. This workshop will afford participants with the background 

fundamentals to prepare for and develop pre-incident plans for these type incidents and how to engage 

the community. These incidents are long term, large scale operations that require extensive mutual aid 

and all parties must work together under a single pre-determined, coordinated plan. The pre-incident 

plan must cover all four command functions and include all potentially involved agencies, local, county, 

state, federal and private sector, especially the railroad and/or pipeline company. Any agency with a 

freight rail line or pipe line in their general area has the potential to be operating at a large-scale 

incident. Preparation is a must for a successful, coordinated operation. 


