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Join Us in Nashville!

We hope to see you in Music City USA!

Nashville is my hometown metropolitan area. I grew up 25 miles from downtown 
and in my professional life have watched fire protection evolve in this city/county 
and all those around it. I sure hope you’ll make the choice to join us for the 4th 
Annual North American Fire Sprinkler Expo. It is an honor to host the 4th Annual 
North American Fire Sprinkler Expo in Nashville, TN and to have our partners 
with CASA and AMRACi with us to make this a global success.

This conference has evolved and it is because of you, our members. Your 
investment in this industry is paying off and I hope it is evident everywhere you 
turn at the North American Fire Sprinkler Expo. You will want to spend a lot of 
time with our sponsors as this would not be possible without them.

You will find all types of music and entertainment in Music City, USA, you will 
also network with all types of our members. Music City USA is not just country 
music and is proud of its diversity in people and music, and NFSA is similar. We 
are proud to be an inclusive organization with everyone who is involved in the fire 
sprinkler industry. It makes us happy to know we have members from local, state, 
and national – AHJs, to the top suppliers and manufacturers from all over North 
America and around the world. These members are eager to interact with our 
contractor members big and small with diverse workforces who strive to ensure 
the quality components are installed with trained and experienced labor. I’d be 
remiss to not mention our Top Tech competition, as we all know this popular 
event is a highlight on the Expo show floor. We are also excited to add a cornhole 
tournament this year, there are MANY can’t miss opportunities ahead!

As you consider attending, and which team members from your organization  
to bring with you, I hope you dream big and bring a big team! I promise you  
there will be learning, growing and networking in an awesome venue…  
Music City, my hometown!

A grateful,

Shane Ray 
NFSA President

They Are Playing Our Tune... Fire Sprinklers Save!

“ We are proud  

to be an inclusive 

organization 

with everyone 

who is involved in 

the fire sprinkler 

industry.”
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Social Scene

Nashville: It’s Music City and so much more!

Have you registered for our 2019 Annual Seminar and North 
American Fire Sprinkler Expo? If so, lucky you! Get ready 
for an exciting time at the Omni Downtown in Nashville, 
Tennessee! This four-star location is just minutes from all the 
action! Experience all Music City has to offer from this stellar 
property right in the heart of all the action!

Look no further than the Omni to experience fine dining and 
a healthy dose of Southern hospitality! The dining at the hotel is 
as varied and exceptional as the music you’ll hear as you walk 
down Broadway! Omni’s restaurants range from Bob’s Steak 
and Chop House, which is ranked as one of the top steak-
houses in the country, to Kitchen Notes, serving up traditional 
Southern dishes. Here’s an insider tip-don’t miss Kitchen Notes’ 
famous Biscuit Bar, serving hot and fresh biscuits throughout 
the day!

Accessible from inside the 
Omni is the Country Music 
Hall of Fame® and Museum, 
with the ever-growing history 
of country music collected 
and displayed inside. World 
class galleries, a 776-seat CMA Theater, the Taylor Swift 
Education Center and event rental spaces are all features of 
the famous museum. Visitors are immersed into the history, 
sound and culture of country music with exhibits sharing the 
stories, artifacts and voices of industry legends. The museum 
is known as the “Smithsonian of Country Music” because the 
collection is unmatched by any other.

A trip to Nashville wouldn’t 
be complete without a visit to 
The Grand Ole Opry. Nash-
ville’s number one attraction 
is known for creating one-of-
a-kind entertainment expe-
riences for audiences of all 
ages. With country music’s 

new stars, superstars, and legends live on stage, it’s the place 
to be to experience the best of the best of country music. 

Before The Grand Ole Opry had it’s own venue, it’s humble 
beginnings were at the Ryman Auditorium. Elvis Presley, Hank 
Williams, Johnny Cash, Marty Robbins, Minnie Pearl, Patsy 
Cline, and many more graced the stage for 31 years. 

After the Opry changed venues in the early 1970s, the Ry-
man sat empty and in danger of demolition. It took the people 
of Nashville to fight for it, shine it up, and eventually spearhead 
a complete renovation in the 1990s. The effort saved one of the 
world’s most significant music heritage sites that continues to 
make history. The Ryman is known around the globe as one of 
the best performance halls in the world.

Aching to visit a southern plantation? Belle Meade Plantation 
is the answer. Established in 1807, Belle Meade was revered 
as the greatest thoroughbred stud farm in the United States. It 
was home to Iroquois, the first American bred horse to win the 

Epsom Derby and the great sire, Bonnie Scotland, whose de-
scendants include Secretariat, Seattle Slew, Native Dancer, Big 
Brown and California Chrome. 
Belle Meade was owned and 
operated by the Harding-Jack-
son family for nearly a century 
from 1807 until 1906. Today 
their home is restored to its 
turn of the century appear-
ance along with several 
original outbuildings.

Ready for some Honky Tonk? Look no further than Nash-
ville’s Honky Tonk Highway, located on Lower Broadway. Rows 
of honky tonks fill the street with music of every kind from 10 
a.m. until the wee hours of the next morning! And what’s the 
best thing? It’s all free! There’s no cover charge at any of the 

honky tonks! Best of all, you 
never know who you’re going 
to see! Willie Nelson, Kris 
Kristofferson and other stars 
began their careers on this 
amazing street. The person 
you see singing in a local 
honky tonk in Music City 

today might be the next big thing tomorrow!
While Nashville may be known for its hotter than hot music 

scene, the talent and creativity of a new breed of chefs has 
recently put Nashville on the map. Food & Wine highlighted 
the “booming Music City food scene.” Recently, Condé Nast 
Traveler stated, “There’s enough going on food-wise to warrant 
a trip solely for eating. From 
Southern fare to haute cuisine 
to quite literally everything in 
between, Nashville’s palate 
offers it all.” Our best tip? Ask 
the locals where they eat and 
head on over for a meal you 
won’t forget!

There’s no shortage of dynamite things to do in Music City. 
From music and restaurants, to history and Southern hospitali-
ty, Nashville’s got you covered!



Schedule of Events

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15: DAY ONE – WORKSHOPS, OPENING RECEPTION
8:00am–5:00pm Registration

1:00-2:15pm Technical & Business Workshops: The Effect of Obstructed Ceiling Construction Under a Non- 
  Sloped Ceiling on Quick-Response Pendent Storage Sprinklers  
   Wes Baker, FM Global A

  The Benefits of UL Listed LFP Antifreeze in Fire Sprinkler Systems  
   Manny Silva, JCI B

  NFPA 2019 Chapter 25.8 In-Rack Sprinkler Protection  
  Options That Are Independent of the Ceiling Sprinkler Design  
   Cary Webber, Reliable C

  What Should I Be Looking At To Tell If I’m On Track? 
   Eric Morris, Wayne Automatic D

2:00-5:00pm Spouses Event Studio B & Country Music Hall of Fame
2:15–2:30pm Break

2:30-3:45pm Technical & Business Workshops: NFPA Updates Matt Klaus, NFPA A

  What’s Up in the Attic Kevin Maughan, Globe B

  NFPA 13 R Updates and IBC Requirements  C 
   Pete Schwab, Wayne Automatic 

  NFPA 13, 14, 20, and 25 Now Allow Automated Inspection &  
  Testing & Distance Monitoring  Terry Victor, JCI D

3:45–4:00pm Break

4:00-5:15pm Technical & Business Workshops: UL Standards and Certifications Update  
  Kerry Bell & Jeffrey Hebenstreit, UL A

  Dry Sprinklers for Commercial &  
  Residential Fire Protection  Jack Carbone, Victualic B

  Automatic Inspection and Testing of Life Safety Systems –  
  Opportunity or Concern Top Myers, Asurio, Inc. and  
  Jason Webb, Potter Electric Signal  C

  Retaining Talent through Training that is Accessible,  
  Applicable and Engaging  Jim Lake, Viking D

5:30-7:30pm Wednesday Night Opening Reception

THURSDAY, MAY 16: DAY TWO – WORKSHOPS, OPENING SESSION & EXPO HALL
7:00am–3:00pm Registration

7:00–8:30am Technical Workshop Options: Designed to Burn    
  Bob Renton, Henderson Engineers & Jeremy Knoll, BNIM Architects A

  Fire Pumps: Weekly Monthly Run Test  
  Procedures Overview Chris Dilday, SPP Pumps B

  What’s New in NFSA Training? John Corso, NFSA C

  Supplier and Manufacturer  
  Product Showcase Caleb Armbrust, NFSA D

8:30–10:00am Opening Session Official Opening Ceremony & Music 
  City Welcome from Mike Snider Band (Grand Old Opry Star)
10:00–10:30am Break

10:30–11:30am Keynote Speaker Chad Williams – Seal of God Author, former US Navy Seal
12:00-1:00pm Lunch (Served in Expo Hall)
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THURSDAY, MAY 16: DAY TWO – WORKSHOPS, OPENING SESSION & EXPO HALL (continued)
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Schedule of Events

12:00-4:00pm Expo Hall

4:00–5:30pm Contractors Forum (NFSA & CASA) Enjoy a cocktail and discuss contractor issues

5:00–6:30pm Future Leadership Committee* The George Jones 
 Come meet, greet and share a tasty beverage 128 2nd Ave. N (one block from Broadway)

 Dinner On Your Own

FRIDAY, MAY 17: DAY THREE – WORKSHOPS, GENERAL SESSION, EXPO HALL & BANQUET
7:00am–3:00pm Registration

7:00–8:30am Technical Workshop Options: Fire Hydrant Flow Testing  Roland Asp, NFSA A

  Tall Mass Timber Buildings  B 
  Raymond O’Brocki, American Wood Council

  Air Vents and Corrosion: New Requirements of NFPA 13  C 
  Jim McHugh, AGF

  How to Navigate and Maximize the Relationship  
  Between the Contractor and the Engineer  D 
  Melisa Rodriguez, Leo A Daly

8:30–11:00am General Session Technical Updates from Mark Hopkins, Economic Update  
  and Outreach & Government Relations Update with  
  Vickie Pritchett & Vina Drennan

10:00–10:30am Break

10:30–11:30am General Session NFSA President Shane Ray, CASA President John Galt & 
  AMRACi Executive Director Victor Espinola
12:00-1:00pm Lunch (Served in Expo Hall)

12:00-4:00pm Expo Hall 

3:00pm Final Round of Top Tech

6:00-10:00pm Awards Banquet*

SATURDAY, MAY 18: DAY FOUR – WORKSHOPS, CONTRACTORS FORUM, GOLF OUTING
8:00-9:30am Technical & Business Workshops: T.I.M. Talks Jeff Hugo, NFSA A 

  Chapter Spotlight Gary West, NFSA B

  NFPA 101 and IBC Melisa Rodriguez, Leo A Daly C

  The Right Piece of Equipment for Dry System Application  
  Raymond Fremont, Jr., General Air D

9:30–10:00am Break

10:00-11:30am Technical & Business Workshops: Protecting the Devices that Protect Sprinkler Systems 
  Jason Webb, Potter  A

  Don’t Kill Your Golden Goose –  
  Protect & Perpetuate Your Business 
  Larry Oxenham, American Society for Asset Protection  B

  Performance and Challenges: The EOD Experience  
  Mark Hopkins, PE, and Bob Upson, EI, NFSA  C

  Home Fire Sprinklers from a Fire Marshals Perspective 
  Fire Marshal Jennifer Pierce, Clermont Fire  
  and Fire Marshal Wendy Niles, Lake Mary Fire Dept. D 

1:30pm Golf – Shotgun Start
*Get tickets at the Registration Desk

They Are Playing Our Tune... Fire Sprinklers Save!
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Team NFSA is busy preparing for our 4th North American 
Fire Sprinkler Expo™ and we are very excited about the 
line-up we have for you and your team. That’s right, we 
are encouraging you to bring your “team”… as we reflect 
on feedback from our last conference where NFSA 
members shared that they wished they had brought more 
of their team members to benefit from the sessions.

Why were those comments made? Team NFSA believes 
because of the energy present (when we all gather it’s 
always a positive thing) and the level of speakers – from 
breakout presentations to our main stage sessions.

At our upcoming event, you’re in my home town, 
Nashville, TN! We have a speaker line-up that is first-
class! We believe that the sessions you (and your team) 
will attend will be difference makers to your companies, 
organizations, and/or to you as an individual. Also, we 
want to remind all Chapters, that there are lots of sessions 
geared toward them (and Future Leadership Committee 
members as well).

Now, let me get back to that first-class line-up of 
speakers! Wednesday, May 15 provides multiple  
tracks of workshop sessions beginning at 1:00pm.  
Visit www.nfsa.org and click on the conference schedule 
button to get the complete listing of presentation topics 
and speakers.

 Our Opening General Session will feature a country 
music flair following our official opening... with Grand 
Ole Opry star Mike Snider. You’ll enjoy one of the best 
and will for sure have an official Tennessee welcome with 
Mike! His banjo picking and sense of humor are longtime 
Opry favorites!

Chad Williams will motivate us as he shares his story 
as a Navy Seal inspiring with leadership messages 
applicable to us all.

As a frequent guest on Fox News Channel, CNN News 
Room, Anderson Cooper 360 and more; Chad Williams 
draws from his experience in military to provide a Navy 
SEAL’s perspective on issues related to effective leadership, 
resilience, teamwork, overcoming adversity and motivation.

Just days prior to entering SEAL training Chad’s resolve 
would be tested as he turned on a television one morning 

to see the unexpected graphic video footage of his mentor 
and training partner Navy SEAL Scott Helvenston brutally 
killed, mutilated and dragged through the streets of Fallujah, 
Iraq. Hung upside-down from the Euphrates River Bridge 
while an incensed Iraqi mob repeatedly celebrated and 
chanted in Arabic, “Fallujah is the graveyard of Americans.” 
Helvenston’s body was set ablaze as Chad witnessed. 

Forged by adversity, Chad became steeled in resolve 
to complete SEAL Training in honor and memory of his 
good friend, Scott Helvenston. Chad entered the military’s 
most difficult and grueling training known as BUD/S. As 
1 of 13 out of a class of 173 trainees, Chad climbed the 
mountain and earned his Trident which signifies he had 
become a Navy SEAL. While the taste of success is great, 
Chad learned the SEAL Team motto of “earn your Trident 
everyday” which means the SEALs don’t rest on their 
laurels, the training is never really over because they always 
strive for better!

You won’t want to miss this session!

In closing, I encourage you to make today the day you 
decide to register yourself and your team – Team NFSA 
is focused on delivering an event that will be of great 
value to you. There are also special activities planned for 
Chapters, Future Leadership Committee, and an Expo hall 
that showcases the latest our industry has to offer plus Top 
Tech competition that is always a crowd pleaser!

A big thank you also goes to our sponsors... we could not 
do this without you and your support of our Association 
and our efforts is very much appreciated.

I sure hope to see y’all in Music City USA... my hometown!

Cheers,

Vickie Prichett 
Director, Outreach & Government Relations 
Event Planner for NAFSE

Overview of Our Week They Are Playing Our Tune... Fire Sprinklers Save!

http://www.nfsa.org


NFSA ANNUAL SEMINAR, NORTH AMERICAN FIRE SPRINKLER EXPO 2019 | 7

We sure hope you’ll be listening because  
“They Are Playing Our Tune... Fire Sprinklers Save!” and join us  
at the Omni Hotel in Nashville, TN, May 15-18, 2019.

We’re thrilled with our confirmed list of general session speakers, including  
Chad Williams and music flair with Mike Snider. We’re in for an exciting, 
informative and memorable time at each of these general sessions! 

AND... we look forward to our Annual Awards Banquet, which will be held 
on Saturday night. Also, expanded Expo opportunities for our vendors, that 
include live demos on the expo floor during the exhibition – along with a 
Cornhole Tournament!

We are happy to share the news that the NFSA Board voted to make the 
Golf Classic an annual benefit to Common Voices, so be sure to get your 
foursome together and register for the 4th Annual Common Voices Golf 
Classic in Nashville!

You don’t want to miss the NFSA Annual Seminar and 2019 North American  
Fire Sprinkler Expo™ – Team NFSA is focused on delivering an event that will be 
of great value to you!

Our early bird price deadline is March 4, 2019.

Wednesday, May 15 Workshops & Opening Reception

Thursday, May 16 Workshops, Opening Session & Expo

Friday, May 17 Workshops, General Session, Expo & 
Awards Banquet

Saturday, May 18 Workshops, Golf Classic

Opportunities abound:
• Nationally-Renown Business, Association and Technical Speakers
• Interactive Breakout Sessions
• Unique Networking Opportunities
• The 4th Annual Common Voices Golf Outing

Registration is open at www.nfsa.org and we hope you’ll sign up soon to 
secure your spot. We do have limited space available, and first-come, first-
served policy is in effect for this event. You won’t want to miss it, and we 
hope you’ll assemble your team and join our excitement!

Hotel room block is open: 

Omni Hotel Nashville
250 Fifth Avenue South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
(615) 782-5300
www.omnihotels.com/hotels/nashville

Special group rate: $274.00 USD per night

Chad Williams
Former U.S. Navy SEAL Chad Williams 
draws from his experience in the SEAL 
Teams to communicate an instructive 
perspective on teamwork, resilience, 
leadership and self-motivation. He is a 
bestselling author of SEAL of God.

Mike Snider
When Mike Snider and his old-time string 
band take the stage of the Grand Ole 
Opry, they bring a combination of musical 
excellence and rural comedy that always 
leaves a delighted audience cheering. 

514 Progress Drive, Suite A 
Linthicum Heights, MD 21090 • nfsa.org

Book your 
group rate  
for NFSA!

Conference Overview

http://www.nfsa.org
http://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/nashville
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Optional Activities

NFSA is happy to add OPTIONAL activities so that you can maximize 
your time in Music City and the great Volunteer State of Tennessee 
with two Tennessee classics:

Opry Country Classics At The Ryman
Ryman Auditorium – Thursday, May 16, 2019 at 7:00pm

Presented at the historic Ryman Auditorium, this show cele-
brates the songs that made Music City. A celebrity host will 
share stories and songs; guests will sing their own hits as well 
as timeless favorites by the likes of Patsy Cline and Johnny 

Cash; and a 
spotlight artist 
will headline 
the show with 
several of his or 
her memora-
ble classics. A 
classic night of 
music! Cost is 
$100 per person, 
with capacity of 
100 people for 
our group. (we 
will be seated to-
gether for a fun-
filled evening) 
FYI, the Ryman 
is an easy walk 
from our hotel 
and conference!

Jack Daniels Distillery Tour  
and Lunch at Miss Mary Bobo’s
Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 9:00am

This all-day, optional add on is a must for those who love a bit 
of history, a sip of whiskey and a wonderful traditional southern 
lunch! Participants will travel by charter to/from Lynchburg, TN 
on Saturday, May 18, 2019. Departure at 9:00am, with an an-
ticipated return at 4:00pm – final details will be confirmed with 
those who register, and you will have an NFSA host with you all 
day! (Rumor has it this is Ms. Vickie’s favorite tour and excur-
sion!) Cost is 
$100 per person, 
which includes 
Jack Daniels 
tasting tour with 
private guide, 
Lunch at Miss 
Mary Bobo’s and 
transportation 
with all tips in-
cluded! Capacity 
for this excursion 
is 90 people.

They Are Playing Our Tune...  
Fire Sprinklers Save!
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Golf Information

Saturday, May 18, 2019 
Gaylord Springs Golf Links
Shotgun Start at 1:30pm

Shuttle leaves hotel at noon and  
box lunches are served upon arrival

Common Voices is excited that the NFSA has 
decided to host the 4th Annual Common Voices 
Golf Classic at the 2019 Annual Seminar! Working 
together, we realize time and time again the difference 
that sharing our stories makes in advancing the concept 
of fire sprinklers. Our goal is to be a go-to resource for 
community leaders who need a first-person account of the 
devastating impact fire can have on a community and a 
family. We can prevent future tragedies, and we believe that 
our stories help everyone understand in a way that makes 
a difference. Visit our website for additional resources 
and information at www.fireadvocates.org. Your support 
is greatly appreciated, and as a non-profit 501(c)3 we are 
now ready to grow our mission and expand our efforts even 
more. We know the proceeds from our third Golf Classic will 
help us do that! We are humbled by the generosity of NFSA 
members, the vision and leadership of the Board, from our 
formation informally in 2007, to our incorporation in 2010, 
NFSA has been a guiding force and we appreciate you all! 

See you in Nashville!

4th ANNUAL
GOLF CLASSIC

Register online at http://bit.ly/2fcRegY
Questions? Please call Abbie Boeing at  
615-405-8027 or email boeing@nfsa.org

18 Springhouse Lane 
Nashville, TN 37214 
615-458-1730 ext. 1 

www.gaylordsprings.com

A must-play Nashville Golf Course. Located 10 minutes 
from Nashville International Airport and 5 minutes from 
Gaylord Opryland Resort, Gaylord Springs Golf Links has 
consistently been recognized among GolfWeek’s best 
courses you can play in Tennessee.

http://bit.ly/2fcRegY
mailto:boeing@nfsa.org?subject=Common Voices Golf Classic
https://www.gaylordsprings.com/
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Session Presentations

2019 NAFSE Innovation and Information Sessions
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 1:00-2:15pm

The Effect of Obstructed Ceiling 
Construction Under a Non-Sloped  
Ceiling on Quick-Response Pendent 
Storage Sprinklers
Wes Baker, FM Global
Industrial facilities with obstructed ceiling construction are 
commonly found worldwide. This presentation will discuss 
(1) the current ESFR sprinkler installation guidelines in the 
presence of obstructed ceiling construction, (2) computer 
modeling results that established the parameters for full-scale 
fire testing, (3) the results of the full-scale fire testing, and  
(4) how these results will be used to modify the 2019 Edition  
of FM Global Data Sheet 2-0.

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 1:00-2:15pm

The Benefits of UL Listed LFP Antifreeze  
in Fire Sprinkler Systems
Manny Silva, JCI
Focuses on the tests and examinations required in order to achieve 
a listing for use in fire sprinkler systems and how a new listed 
antifreeze is beneficial to the evolution of the fire sprinkler industry.

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 1:00-2:15pm

NFPA 2019 Chapter 25.8 In-Rack Sprinkler 
Protection Options That Are Independent 
of the Ceiling Sprinkler Design
Cary Webber, Reliable
Compare and contrast the three options available in the 2019 
edition of NFPA 13 for in-rack protection schemes that do not 
require the demand of the in-rack system to be added to or 
balanced with the overhead system.

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 1:00-2:15pm

What Should I Be Looking At To Tell If I’m 
On Track?
Eric Morris, Wayne Automatic
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are valuable tools used to 
assess a company’s success. They are measurements that 
demonstrate how effectively a company is achieving key 
business objectives. This session will introduce and explain 20 
KPIs that quickly illuminate the financial health of a fire sprinkler 
contractor. While all of the KPIs may not be applicable to each 
contractor, a handful of these KPIs are indispensable to any viable 
business venture.

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 2:30-3:45pm

NFPA Updates
Matt Klaus, NFPA
With every new edition of NFPA 13 come a series of industry 
altering changes. This session will look at some of the latest code 

changes, interpretations, technological advancement and other 
topics that are abuzz in the sprinkler industry. Specific topics will 
include an update on antifreeze solutions and their impact on 
existing antifreeze systems, the reorganization of NFPA 13, ESFR 
obstruction rules and much more. This is also an opportunity to 
engage with NFPA staff and provide your input on what NFPA can 
do to make your world a little bit easier to navigate.

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 2:30-3:45pm

What’s Up in the Attic
Kevin Maughan, Globe
Discusses the difficulties and issues with effectively protecting 
sloped combustible concealed attic spaces and design 
differences between the NFPA prescriptive method of protection 
and the Peak style Specific Application Attic protection schemes. 
It will touch on a newer lower water demand Attic Protection 
Scheme which differs from the Peak style Schemes; and the 
most appropriate times when to use one scheme versus another. 
Design related discussion as well as recent fire test videos. 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 2:30-3:45pm

NFPA 13 R Updates and IBC Requirements 
Pete Schwab, Wayne Automatic 
Learning Objectives:
• Identify the changes specific to the 2016 & 2019 editions of 

NFPA 13R
• Identify and apply acceptable protection schemes for mixed 

occupancy buildings
• Identify new breezeway sprinkler requirements from the 

International Building Code & NFPA 13R
• Identify new requirements from the International Building Code 

requiring sprinklers in attics

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 2:30-3:45pm

NFPA 13, 14, 20, and 25 Now Allow 
Automated Inspection & Testing and 
Distance Monitoring
Terry Victor, JCI
The concepts of Automated Inspection and Testing and Distance 
Monitoring are already in use in NFPA 72 for fire alarm systems, 
but can they be applied to water based fire protection systems? 
NFPA 25 anticipated the use of this technology by adding a 
new section to chapter 4 in the 2017 edition titled Automated 
Inspection and Testing. To compliment this allowance in 
NFPA 25, NFPA 13, NFPA 14, and NFPA 20 have included 
new definitions and sections describing these concepts and 
the devices that need to be properly installed and tested to 
accomplish them. This seminar will describe the latest language 
included in the three installation standards, what ITM tasks could 
potentially be performed, and what devices could be used to 
accomplish the tasks.
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Session Presentations

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 4:00-5:15pm

UL Standards and Certifications Update
Kerry Bell & Jeffrey Hebenstreit, UL
UL has recently been involved in several standards 
development and certification activities that impact the fire 
sprinkler community. Topics to be discussed: an initiative 
to consolidate the fire sprinkler requirements into a single 
standard to be designated as UL 199, details on the latest 
UL requirements for antifreeze solutions for use in sprinkler 
systems, information on a recently UL certified antifreeze 
solution and a recent UL certification of trace heating 
equipment for fire sprinkler system use.

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 4:00-5:15pm

Dry Sprinklers for Commercial & 
Residential Fire Protection
Jack Carbone, Victualic
Upon completion, each learner will be able to identify a 
dry sprinkler, explain how it works, and how it is installed. 
Participants will be able to identify both properly and improperly 
installed dry sprinklers, according to applicable codes and 
standards. This course was created for owners, engineers, the 
inspection community, and anyone seeking to expand their 
knowledge of dry sprinkler and exible drop technology.

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 4:00-5:15pm

Automatic Inspection and Testing of Life 
Safety Systems – Opportunity or Concern
Top Myers, Asurio, Inc. and  
Jason Webb, Potter Electric Signal
Presentation and discussion about the fast approaching 
era of Automatic inspection and testing using “Internet of 
Things.” How will this new technology integrate with all of the 
traditional inspection, testing and maintenance of Life Safety 
we currently rely on to keep our system operational and ready 
for an emergency. How will all of this affect the process of a 
contractors inspection department.

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 — 4:00-5:15pm

Retaining Talent through Training that is 
Accessible, Applicable and Engaging
Jim Lake, Viking
Explores various approaches to building and delivering 
training programs that meet the needs of today’s fast-paced 
business world. We will explore concepts like developing a 
differentiated approach, designing multiplatform delivery and 
using technology such as virtual and augmented reality as well 
as creative means for assessing learning.

Thursday, May 16, 2019 — 7:00-8:30am

Designed to Burn
Bob Renton, Henderson Engineers and  
Jeremy Knoll, BNIM Architects
What can we learn from the fire at Grenfell Tower in London?  
A lot, actually. We know two things: Today’s fires burn hotter and 
faster; the fire is often fully involved prior the fire departments 
arrival, and fire releases harmful toxins. Fire department 
responders sent to fight these fires experience higher rates 
of cancer than the general population. A team of fire service 
professionals, researchers, interior designers, architects, and fire 
protection engineers describe the current design paradigm and 
offer new ways in design thinking to make buildings safer.

Thursday, May 16, 2019 — 7:00-8:30am

Fire Pumps: Weekly Monthly Run Test 
Procedures Overview
Chris Dilday, SPP Pumps
• Purpose of Fire Pumps
• Types of Pumps, Drivers & Controllers
• Accessories of a Fire Pump
• Commissioning Procedures
• Run Test Procedures
• Inspections
• Tools Needed
• Packing Procedures (Troubleshooting)
• Installation Do’s and Do not’s

Thursday, May 16, 2019 — 7:00-8:30am

What’s New in NFSA Training?
John Corso, NFSA
Since 2019 is a “cycle” year for many of the standards relevant 
to the water based fire protection industry, NFSA will be offering 
update classes on a number of these standards. We have also 
added a more intermediate pump design seminar, and, later in 
the year, a management seminar targeted for superintendents 
and/or project managers is scheduled to be added. There will be 
a brief explanation of how contracting for specific seminars may 
be more beneficial from both a cost and technical aspect.

Thursday, May 16, 2019 — 7:00-8:30am

Supplier and Manufacturer Product 
Showcase (SAM Product Showcase)
Caleb Armbrust, NFSA
Come and learn about some of the new and exciting products 
and services being offered and developed by NFSA Supplier 
and Manufacturer Members! This will be a great opportunity 
to engage these member companies about where they see the 
industry headed and explore the solutions they are offering to 
solve new and challenges.

2019 NAFSE Innovation and Information Sessions (continued)

continues on next page
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Session Presentations

2019 NAFSE Innovation and Information Sessions (continued)
Friday, May 17, 2019 — 7:00-8:30am

Fire Hydrant Flow Testing
Roland Asp, NFSA

Water-based fire protection systems rely on a reliable source 
of water and the municipal water system is a common source 
of this water. The characteristics of a municipal water supply 
is typically determined through hydrant flow tests. NFPA 291, 
Recommended Practice for Fire Flow Testing and Marking of 
Hydrants, highlights the proper procedures, equipment and 
data collection for these vital tests. This seminar will highlight 
the requirements of this recommended practice and will include 
valuable information on the various aspects of hydrant flow 
testing including: Procedures, Test Layout, Equipment and 
Determination of Discharge as well as proper data collection and 
limitations of the tested data.

Friday, May 17, 2019 — 7:00-8:30am

Tall Mass Timber Buildings
Raymond O’Brocki, American Wood Council
In early 2016, the ICC Board of Directors approved the creation 
of an ad hoc committee to explore the building science of 
tall wood buildings with the scope being to investigate the 
feasibility of and take action to develop code changes for 
tall wood buildings. Since that time, the Tall Wood Building 
(TWB) Ad Hoc Committee has reviewed voluminous materials 
regarding tall wood buildings. The TWB developed its own 
test scenario(s) to substantiate any code change proposals 
and worked to develop a comprehensive set of technically-
substantiated code changes for consideration during the 2018 
Group A code development process.

Friday, May 17, 2019 — 7:00-8:30am

Air Vents and Corrosion:  
New Requirements of NFPA 13
Jim McHugh, AGF
Addresses technical changes specific to corrosion and air vents 
for the 2016 edition of NFPA 13. The 2016 NFPA adds a new 
requirement that a single air vent be installed for each wet 
sprinkler system to help reduce potential corrosion activity due 
to trapped air. Participants will understand the intent of the 
new code, design requirements and current air vent options on 
the market. This program should appeal to sprinkler designers, 
installers, estimators, and engineers, fire code officials, AHJs 
and plan reviewers.

Friday, May 17, 2019 — 7:00-8:30am

How to Navigate and Maximize the 
Relationship Between the Contractor  
and the Engineer
Melisa Rodriguez, Leo A Daly
Highlights the roles and responsibilities between the contractor 
and the engineer and how that changes with different project 
types. It will help attendees understand what decisions should 

be the responsibility of the engineer and what is to be managed 
by the contractor and will review the document published by 
the NSPE that was a joint collaboration between them, the 
SFPE and NICET to better define the roles of the engineer and 
the designer on projects.

Saturday, May 18, 2019 — 8:00-9:30am

T.I.M. Talks
Jeff Hugo, NFSA
Covers current and future fire protection related inspection, 
testing and maintenance (ITM or TiM) topics. Speakers will 
cover topics including ITM reporting, automated testing, the 
upcoming NFPA 25 Tech Session, inspection techniques and 
highlights from other workshops and sessions from earlier in the 
week. Speakers include: NFSA VP of Engineering Mark Hopkins; 
ITM Specialist Vince Powers; Director of Codes Jeff Hugo; NFPA 
25 experts such as Jason Webb of Potter, and more.

Saturday, May 18, 2019 — 8:00-9:30am

Chapter Spotlight
Gary West, NFSA
Join us for an interactive session that will highlight successful 
NFSA Chapters and their innovative activities. NFSA is 
proud of the growth of NFSA Chapters, and welcomes the 
opportunity to share these with North American Fire Sprinkler 
Expo attendees. Facilitated by Gary West, Director of Field 
Operations, examples will be sure to inspire and motivate us all 
to get involved and make a difference!

Saturday, May 18, 2019 — 8:00-9:30am

NFPA 101 and IBC
Melisa, Rodriguez, Leo A Daly
Goes over the organization of both NFPA 101 and the IBC 
and discuss the similarities and differences between the two. 
We will be discussing when and how to use one vs the other, 
the different ways states adopt one or both, and discuss the 
importance of understanding these codes as engineers and 
contractors. We will also discuss the requirements of the 
United Facilities Criteria (UFC) published by the Department of 
Defense (DOD) and how they implement both NFPA and ICC 
standards. Additionally, VA requirements will be discussed and 
specific requirements that can affect the profitability of your 
VA projects.

Saturday, May 18, 2019 — 8:00-9:30am

The Right Piece of Equipment for  
Dry System Application
Raymond Fremont, Jr., General Air
Review the available technologies, examine their pro’s and 
con’s and discuss each from a real world, field level perspective. 
Then ask and answer more in-depth questions that will give 
insight to choosing the right piece of equipment for your dry 
system application.
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TUESDAY, MAY 14: DAY ONE
9:00am-12:00pm CASA National JTAC Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15: DAY TWO
7:00am-12:00pm Registration Desk Open

7:00am-12:00pm CASA Technical Meeting

8:30-11:00am CASA LRPC Meeting

12:00-3:30pm CASA BOD Meeting

1:00-5:15pm Workshop Sessions

4:00-4:45pm CASA AGM

5:30-7:30pm Opening Reception

 Dinner on your Own

THURSDAY, MAY 16: DAY THREE
7:00-9:00am Registration Desk Open

7:00-8:30am Workshop Sessions

8:30-11:30am Opening General Session

12:00-1:00pm Lunch in Expo Hall

12:00-4:00pm EXPO Hall Opening

4:00-5:30pm Contractors Forum

4:00-5:30pm CASA AMS Meeting

5:00-6:30pm Future Leaders Committee

 Evening on your Own

FRIDAY, MAY 17: DAY FOUR
7:00-8:30am Workshop Sessions

8:30-11:30am General Session

12:00-1:00pm Lunch in Expo Hall

12:00-4:00pm EXPO Hall Opening

3:00pm-? Top Tech Final Round

6:00-10:00pm Awards Banquet

SATURDAY, MAY 18: DAY FIVE
8:00-11:30am Workshops Sessions

1:30pm-? Common Voices Golf Classic

Saturday, May 18, 2019 — 10:00-11:30am

Protecting the Devices that Protect 
Sprinkler Systems
Jason Webb, Potter
Flow, tamper and pressure (FTP) switches are used for 
monitoring and, in some cases, activation of sprinkler systems. 
Nitrogen generators provide supervision and help prevent 
corrosion. Maintaining these devices is a critical part of 
ensuring that the system is ready to function properly when the 
need arises. In this presentation, participants will be provided 
with an overview of common FTP and nitrogen devices along 
with their inspection, testing, and maintenance requirements 
from both NFPA 25 and NFPA 72. In addition, we’ll discuss 
some common inspection and testing findings and what those 
may indicate about the health of the system. 

Saturday, May 18, 2019 — 8:00-9:30am

Don’t Kill Your Golden Goose –  
Protect & Perpetuate Your Business
Larry Oxenham, American Society for Asset Protection
Is your financial house in order? Discover the tools fire sprinkler 
contractors can use to become invincible to lawsuits, save 
thousands in taxes, and achieve financial peace of mind. By the 
end of the session, attendees learn how to protect 100% of 
your assets from lawsuits, save thousands of dollars each year 
in taxes, and avoid probate and eliminate all estate taxes. 

Saturday, May 18, 2019 — 8:00-9:30am

Performance and Challenges:  
The EOD Experience
Mark Hopkins, PE, Vice President of Engineering 
Bob Upson, EI, Manager of Engineering Services
Provides an overview of the NFSA Expert of the Day program 
with a focus on some of the more challenging issues recently 
encountered by contractors. It will also demonstrate how your 
EOD questions can move to the Engineering and Standards 
Committee, and potentially become part of future editions of 
NFPA codes and standards. This seminar is intended to provide 
an interactive forum for discussion. 

Saturday, May 18, 2019 — 8:00-9:30am

Home Fire Sprinklers from a  
Fire Marshals Perspective
Fire Marshal Jennifer Pierce, Clermont Fire and  
Fire Marshal Wendy Niles, Lake Mary Fire Dept.
A dynamic and interactive discussion on building relationships 
with your local Fire Marshal. Participants will share 
perspectives on bringing awareness to the idea of home fire 
sprinklers, developer and educational resources and working 
together on important incentives, savings and tax breaks. 
This fun class will broach trending topics in fire safety and 
sprinkler technology and the role you can play in making our 
communities safer!
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Seminar/Expo Registration

  Early Bird Regular  Late/Onsite  
REGISTRATION FEES (before 03/04/19)  (after 04/30/19)

Full Conference Pass  $680 $765 $850

Spouse Pass $440  $495 $550 

Junior Pass (13-21)  $240  $270  $300 

Child Pass (12 & Under)  $0  $0  $0

AHJ (Fire, Building, Government) $250 $250 $250 

Exhibitor Booth Staff Pass $300 $338 $375

Wednesday Pass $320 $360 $400

Thursday Pass $320 $360 $400

Friday Pass $320 $360 $400

Banquet-Only Pass* $160 $180 $200

Non-Member Full Conference $1,360  $1,530  $1,700 

Non-Member Spouse Pass $880  $990  $1,100 

Non-Member Junior Pass (13-21)  $480  $540  $600 

Non-Member Exhibitor Staff $600 $675 $750

Non-Member Wednesday Pass $640 $720 $800

Non-Member Thursday Pass $640 $720 $800

Non-Member Friday Pass $640 $720 $800

Non-Member Banquet-Only Pass* $320 $360 $400

* This is available for people only attending Banquet; tickets at registration.

CONTRACTOR MEMBERS SPECIAL OFFER
• Bring 5-9 additional full registrants and get $250 off your total. 

Promo code: Bringmore5
• Bring 10 or more additional full registrants and get $500 off 

your total. Promo code: Bringmore10
Registrants must be done at the same time, no exceptions. Not valid for Spouse 
registrants.

2019 NFSA Annual Seminar,  
North American Fire Sprinkler Expo 
Wednesday, May 15 - Saturday, May 18, 2018

Omni Hotel Nashville
250 Fifth Avenue South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
(615) 782-5300
www.omnihotels.com/hotels/nashville

Special group rate: $274.00 USD per night

Book your 
group rate  
for NFSA!
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A ONE-OF-A-KIND  
NASHVILLE EXPERIENCE

The key to Music City...
The Omni Nashville Hotel is created specifically to be an 
authentic expression of the city’s vibrant music culture. 
Across from the Music City Center, this downtown 
Nashville hotel is a one-of-a-kind experience, fully 
integrated with an expansion of the Country Music Hall of 
Fame® and Museum on three levels. 

Located on Fifth Avenue, Omni Nashville Hotel’s design 
is a modern expression of the city’s distinct character, 
incorporating natural materials, exposed steel and regional 
limestone. The multi-story hotel and expanded museum 
share meeting and entertainment space and bring 
additional restaurants and retail venues to this dynamic 
destination in downtown Nashville.

Fitness & Leisure...
• Rooftop swimming pool and whirlpool with lounge deck, 

cabanas and stunning views of downtown Nashville
• Premier full-service 5,500-square-foot Mokara Spa with 

seven treatment rooms and one couples treatment room
• State-of-the-art fitness center

Restaurants & Guest Services...
• Bob’s Steak & Chop House – Ranked as one of the top 

steakhouses in the country, it combines simple elegance, 
stiff drinks, fine wines and large cuts of the finest prime 
steaks, chops and seafood.

• Kitchen Notes – Enjoy traditional Southern dishes 
that offer farm-fresh, sustainable dishes made from 
treasured family recipes. Don’t miss the Biscuit Bar, 
serving hot and fresh biscuits throughout the day.

• Bongo Java Coffee Shop – The perfect coffeehouse for 
casual meetups, this Nashville Coffee Café Company 
serves only certified organic and Fair Trade Coffee, dark 
roasted coffee, handcrafted espresso drinks and fresh-
baked cookies all day long.

• Barlines – Savor a touch of Southern comfort food along 
with Local Whiskey Trail specialties and classic cocktails. 
The music sets the tone and energy here.

• Omni Kids Crew – This program at Omni Nashville 
Hotel caters to young guests. Upon check-in, kids 
receive a backpack filled with fun items designed 
specifically for them. Kids also receive milk and cookies 
delivered to their guest room on the first night. The 
Omni Kids Crew coloring menu is also available in hotel 
restaurants, with crayons and an Omni Kids Crew cup.

REGISTRATION 
Registration is open at www.nfsa.org and we hope you’ll 
sign up soon to secure your spot. We do have limited 
space available, and first-come, first-served policy is in 
effect for this event. You won’t want to miss it, and we 
hope you’ll assemble your team and join our excitement!

Hotel room block is open: 

Omni Hotel Nashville
250 Fifth Avenue South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
(615) 782-5300
www.omnihotels.com/hotels/nashville

Special group rate: $274.00 USD per night

Book your group rate for NFSA!

• Business center
• Concierge service
• Five & Tenn gift shop
• Guest room dining

• In-room fitness kit 
available

• Rooftop pool lounge
• Valet and self-parking
• WiFi Internet serviceThey Are Playing Our Tune...  

Fire Sprinklers Save!

http://www.nfsa.org


Our early bird price deadline is March 4, 2019.

Wednesday, May 15 Workshops & Opening Reception

Thursday, May 16 Workshops, Opening Session & Expo

Friday, May 17 Workshops, General Session, Expo & 
Awards Banquet

Saturday, May 18 Workshops, Golf Classic

Registration is open at www.nfsa.org and we hope you’ll sign up soon to 
secure your spot. We do have limited space available, and first-come, first-
served policy is in effect for this event. You won’t want to miss it, and we 
hope you’ll assemble your team and join our excitement!

Hotel room block is open: 

Omni Hotel Nashville
250 Fifth Avenue South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203
(615) 782-5300
www.omnihotels.com/hotels/nashville

Special group rate: $274.00 USD per night
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514 Progress Drive, Suite A 
Linthicum Heights, MD 21090 • nfsa.org

PLATINUM SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS
METRAFLEX
QUICK RESPONSE FIRE PROTECTION
NFSA BOSTON AREA CHAPTER
NFSA CAPITOL REGION CHAPTER
NFSA CONNECTICUT CHAPTER
NFSA EMPIRE CHAPTER
FIRE SPRINKLER ADVISORY BOARD  
OF PUGET SOUND
FLORIDA FIRE SPRINKLER ASSOCIATION
NFSA ILLINOIS CHAPTER
NORTHERN ILLINOIS FIRE SPRINKLER 
ADVISORY BOARD
NEW JERSEY FIRE SPRINKLER  
ADVISORY BOARD
NFSA MINNESOTA CHAPTER
NFSA WISCONSIN CHAPTER
SPRINKLER FITTERS LOCAL 550

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

Book your 
group rate  
for NFSA!

They Are Playing Our Tune... Fire Sprinklers Save!

http://www.nfsa.org

