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MEETINGS
WAS Pre-Conference Board Meeting, Wed, Sept. 30, 2:30 p.m.. Sunshine Rm
WAS Annual Meeting, Thurs, Oct. 1, 11:30 a.m - 1:15 p.m....Grand Ballroom
2016 WAS Board Meeting, Thurs, Oct. 1, 5:30 - 5:50 p.m .....Grand Ballroom
CSBA Business Meeting, Sat, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m. ......................Grand Ballroom

REGISTRATION
WEDNESDAY 4:00 - 6:00 p.m ................MAIN LOBBY, Millennium Hotel 
THURS, FRI & SAT 7:30 - 8:15 a.m ...... ....GRAND BALLROOM LOBBY, 
2nd Floor, Millennium Hotel

~~~~~~
ALL FULL SESSIONS - Grand Ballroom, 2nd Floor

Coffee Breaks - Millennium & Century Rooms, 1st Floor
~~~~~~

SATURDAY AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS will be held in the same area as 
the speaker program - the Grand Ballroom will be broken down into smaller 
rooms. Look for a map of hotel facilities at the registration desk.

OTHER EVENTS
WAS BEE BUZZ SOCIAL ................. Museum of Natural History, Colorado 
University Campus, Wed, Sept 30, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m 
NEXT GENERATION BEEKEEPERS SOCIAL AND DANCE 
Thurs, Oct 1, 7:30 - 11:30 p.m ...................................... 815 Pearl St, Boulder
BANQUET, Fri, Oct. 2, 7:30 p.m,  ...................................... Outdoor Pavilion
Preceeded by Cocktails at 6:30
FARM TO FORK DINNER Agora at the Riverside, 1724 Broadway, Boulder
Sat, Oct. 3, 5:30 - 9:30 p.m

TABLE OF CONTENTS
PRESIDENT'S WELCOME .................................................................. 5
MEMBERS WE HAVE LOST IN 2014-2015...................................... 11
SPEAKER PHOTOS & BIOS ............................................................. 13
VENDORS ........................................................................................... 17
CONFERENCE SPEAKER SCHEDULE  ....................................... 18
SPONSORS .......................................................................................... 24
MORE SPEAKER PHOTOS & BIOS.................................................. 252015 WAS Board of Directors

EXECUTIVE
President.............Beth Conrey, CO
Past Pres..Jerry Bromenshenk, MT
1st Vice Pres.........Leslie Ellis, CO
2nd Vice Pres.Ethel Villalobos, HI 
Secretary.............Betty Farber, BC
Treasurer..Sherry Olsen-Frank, ID
At-large Exec...Jessie Brown, NM 

DIRECTORS
Alberta.......................Bob Keenan
British Columbia........Ian Farber
Saskatchewan..Doreen Bradshaw
Yukon................................VACANT
Alaska..........................Joe Carson
Arizona.......................Zack Funke
California.............Archie Mitchell
Colorado..........Miles McGaughey
Hawaii............................VACANT
Idaho...............Sherry Olsen-Frank 
Montana........Jerry Bromenshenk 
Nevada.................Debbie Gilmore
New Mexico............Jessie Brown 
Oregon...............Dr. Dewey Caron
Utah.........................Albert Chubak
Washington..........James K. Smith
Wyoming..........................VACANT

STAFF
Journal Editor............Fran Bach



January 5-9, 2016

Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa

Ponte Vedra Beach (Jacksonville), FL

SAVE UP TO $100 Register by October 14!

For additional information about the conference,
please call 404.760.2875 or visit abfconference.com.

Join fellow beekeepers in Ponte Vedra Beach (Jacksonville, FL) for the
2016 American Beekeeping Federation (ABF) Conference & Tradeshow featuring:

• Presentations and workshops for all levels of beekeeping led by
industry experts

• ����������������������������������������������������
• A Tradeshow highlighting products and services in the beekeeping industry
• Opportunities to network with beekeepers of all levels, vendors

and industry experts
• 2016 Honey Queen Coronation, Honey Show & Auction and more!

Register today for the conference at www.abfconference.com to secure
the lowest registration rate and to take advantage of the special hotel rate
of $125 (plus tax) at the Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa.

January 5-9, January 5-9, 2016
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Welcome to Bee-utiful Boulder!  
We’re glad you’ve made the journey!  

 Starting with the Bee Buzz Social Wednesday evening and ending with the  
Farm-To-Table dinner featuring Lauren Springer Ogden, you will be  

educated and entertained for the entirety of your visit.
We know that you came for the conference but hope that you will  

spend a little time checking out Boulder and the surrounding area while you’re here.   
There is a lot to do!  Take a breath-taking journey to Rocky Mountain National Park or a  

sojourn to the lovely Butterfly Pavilion.  Wander around the University of Colorado  
campus.  Sip a few of the wonderful locally crafted brews at Bru and Boulder Brewing.   

                 Taste mead at Redstone Meadery.  Nosh on some of the finest food in the country  
  at any number of top-notch restaurants in the area.  Get a little exercise in and  
  borrow a B cycle or hike the Flatirons while you’re here.  Whatever you like  
  to do to relax and sightsee — you can do it here.  Have fun and enjoy.  
  The Western Apicultural Society and Colorado State Beekeepers  
  Association are pleased and proud of our speaker line-up and wish to  
  extend a sincere thank you to all of them for making time in their busy  
  schedules to share some of their vast knowledge with us.  Sorry to force  
  you all to make choices between them—but it is nice to know that, no matter 

who you choose to listen to, you will have chosen well.  
     Kudos to all of our sponsors and vendors, too.  Without them, this conference  
        would not be possible.  
          Special thanks to my core volunteer team:  Leslie Ellis, Greta Olson and Josh  
 Vaisman.  These folks spent many a long hour making sure this conference is  
     the best ever — and it shows.

And, lastly, thanks to Boulder!  What a wonderful choice of a location we made!   
The City has done a fabulous job of supporting this event and, as the first  

Bee-Safe city in the country, has really “Put the Bee in Boulder!”

 Beth Conrey
 President
 WAS & CSBA



Wholesome, all-natural, versatile and delicious, honey is available in 
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October 2015 BEE CULTURE 55

A CASE FOR HONEY
A case for honey. When your business is mea-

sured in cases of honey, when you begin to call 
yourself a “Producer-Packer”, when honey puts food 
on the family table, when you know that if you had 
just another 100 colonies you could quit that damn 
day job and be your own boss, make your own deci-
sions, fi x it yourself, make it yourself, set your own 
schedule – Then you NEED to be in Medina Octo-
ber 22 and 23, 2016 to listen to and learn from a 
group of Producer Packers who are successful, who 
have made the move, who put food on their table 
every day because of CASES OF HONEY. These are 
the businesses that count every case, count every 
colony in every yard, worry about accounts, buyers, 
shelf space, labels, bottles, dollars, labor, trucks, 
regulations, and more regulations and family free-
dom. 

If this is you, if this is where you want to be, 
come listen to and learn from some of the best in the 
business – long time, well established businesses 
who know the ropes, know the bees, know the regu-
lations, and know how to sell – A CASE OF HONEY.

Mark Your Calendars Now!

October 22 and 23, 2016 
at

Bee Culture’s Conference Center
640 West Liberty Street

Medina, Ohio

Watch BeeCulture.com and these 
pages for program and registration 

information

Get Ready For Bee
Culture’s Next Event 

Bee Culture
The Magazine Of AmericanThe Magazine Of American BeekeepingBeekeeping

October2015.indd   55 9/10/2015   9:56:27 AM



Don’t Let Your Beekeeping
Fall Behind the Times!

Subscribe now to the monthly magazine for beekeepers

Published by Dadant & Sons, Inc. 

Hamilton, IL 62341
Toll-Free 888-922-1293

www.americanbeejournal.com
Write for free sample copy.

Interesting and Up-to-Date Articles
Articles are selected from contributions sent to us from around the globe. Some are 
written by research entomologists, and commercial beekeepers, but many are written 
by the avid hobbyist just like you! Articles run the gamut from subjects important to 
us all like the bee mites, practical management, honey marketing and promotion, all 
the way down to more specialized subjects such as how to make honey soft drinks or 
how to create more enjoyment and profit from your beekeeping.

Save $ By Reading the  
American Bee Journal

Many subscribers say they easily save the 
cost of an entire year’s subscription from a 
single informative article in the American 
Bee Journal. You can, too! Every issue of the 
Journal is packed with articles which appeal 
to a wide range of the beekeeping spectrum 
from the hobbyist to the professional.

Protect your back issues of the American Bee Journal - holds 12 issues of ABJ. An attractive 
“leather look” gold embossed magazine binder. Sturdy vinyl covers open flat.

M00080

Binders for American Bee Journal

The beekeeper’s companion since 1861

(Rates listed below aRe 25% below RegulaR Rates.)
US

1 Year $21.00
2 Years $39.75
3 Years $56.25

Foreign
1 Year $45.00
2 Years $85.75

Canada
1 Year $37.75
2 Years $74.00

Digital ABJ Subscription
1 Year (12 Digital Issues)   $16.00    M00081D

M00080 Binder for the American Bee Journal, Ship. wt. 2 lbs., ea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10.50

Association Member Subscription

You Save 25% !



We purchase WAX 

Please contact us at  

800-233-2662
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In Memoriam
Members we have lost in the past year

WAS extends condolences to their families and wishes to recognize their many contributions to western beekeeping.

Dr. Kenneth Tucker
Santa Barbara, CA

8 Aug 1924 - 17 Oct, 2014
Born and raised in Santa Barbara, 

Dr. Tucker obtained his PhD in Ento-
mology at UC-Davis, and as an under-
graduate worked in the Honey Bee Lab 
there. While at Davis he met Shirley 
Cotter, a botany graduate student, 
whom he married in 1953. After gradu-
ation and shorter stints in Minnesota 
and Illinois, Ken and Shirley worked 
many years in Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
- Ken as an apicultural scientist at the 
federal Honey Bee Laboratory and 
Shirley as a Professor of Botany at 
Louisiana State University. Ken also 
worked with Africanized bees in South 
America before they got to the U. S. 

Retiring in 1995, they moved 
back home to Santa Barbara where 
they have been ardent advocates for 
the Santa Barbara Botanical Gar-
den, endowed a staff position for a 
plant systematist there, and involved 
themselves in many other community 
endeavors. Among their affiliations is a 
Life membership in WAS. 

Besides his wife of 60 years, Ken 
will be greatly missed by a brother, 
sister, and many nieces and nephews. 
A celebration of his life was held at the 
Santa Barbara Botanical Garden in mid 
November.

Franklin Carrier
San Jose, CA

1923 - Feb. 2015
Franklin Carrier was born in Miller, 

South Dakota. He attended the Min-
nesota School of Mines, where when 
WWII began he joined the Cadet Pro-
gram. Franklin finished flight school 
as a Naval aviator. When WWII ended 
he returned to the University of South 
Dakota in Vermillion, where he met 
his wife Helynn Armstrong, earned a 
Masters Degree in Mathematics and 
began his family. During the Korean 
War, Franklin was recalled to active 
service. 

Several years later, when he left 
the military, Franklin became a com-
puter programmer in the developing 
aerospace industry which eventually 
brought him to San Jose. 

In 1975, with his wife Helynn, he 
turned a lifelong hobby into “Carriers 
Beekeeping Supplies”, authored three 
books on beekeeping, and was fondly 
known to many area residents as “the 
bee man”. Franklin and Helynn are 
also Life members of WAS. 

Besides his wife, Helynn, Frank-
lin leaves two daughters and a son as 
well as a large family of grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews. A memorial service was held 
February 28th.

Elizabeth 'Betty' Spangler
Rocklin, CA

6 June 1923 - 27 May 2015
Born Elizabeth 'Betty' Ingram Wil-

son in Bucks County, PA, the daughter 
of Francis and Jane Wilson, Betty mar-
ried Burt Spangler in May 1954. They 
lived in Las Vegas until 1961 when 
the family moved to Pacifica, CA 
where Burt worked for the US Dept. of 
Labor as a training specialist and Betty 
for Greyhound Corp. They moved 
to Grass Valley in 1981. Burt passed 
away in 2010 at age 90.

Betty and Burt were enthusiastic 
in all their involvements, whether it 
was recreational vehicle camping, the 
Good Sam Club, Nevada Beekeep-
ers Association or Western Apicul-
tural Society. They were there to help 
when WAS was formed, and held 
Life memberships. Friends remember 
Burt as a driving force in developing 
new beekeeping activities and Betty 
always being there to do the typing 
and secretarial work. He edited several 
newsletters and journals - among them 
the WAS Journal - and no doubt Betty 
typed those too.

Betty died peacefully, just a few 
days short of her 92nd birthday. She is 
missed by her three daughters, Erika, 
Kristin, and Gayle and their families as 
well as a large community of friends.



12



KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Dr. Susan KEGLEY

As founder of the Pesticide Research Institute (PRI), Dr. Kegley’s research is 
focused on assessing the relative risks of different pesticides and providing informa-
tion resources for pest management. PRI also conducts environmental monitoring 
for pesticides in beehive matrices, air, water, food, and flowers. As part of this work, 
Dr. Kegley collaborates with beekeepers to track the health of commercial honey bee 
colonies in agricultural areas as a function of pesticide exposure and pathogen levels. 
Prior to founding PRI, she was the senior scientist with Pesticide Action Network 
North America and taught chemistry at universities in California and the eastern US.

Susan is also a hobby beekeeper and urban farmer, with 3–5 colonies of Russian 
bees, 8 chickens, two cats, and a third of an acre fully planted out with vegetables, 
fruits, and bee-attractive plants.

Dr. Jonathan LUNDREN
Dr. Lundgren is a research ecologist/entomologist, receiving his PhD in 

Entomology from the University of Illinois and some of the highest honors 
available to young scientists. He has served on panels for NIFA, the EPA 
and EFSA, the latter to assess the safety of RNAi-based pesticides; and is a 
prolific writer of scientific articles and books. His research focuses heavily on 
assessing the ecological risk of pest management strategies and developing 
sustainable, long-term solutions for managing pests in cropland to conserve 
healthy biological communities within agroecosystems, reducing disturbance 
and increasing biodiversity on farm land.

  

Dr. Marla SPIVAK
Dr. Spivak is a MacArthur Fellow and McKnight Distinguished Profes-

sor in Entomology at the University of Minnesota. Her research efforts 
focus on breeding bees for their natural defenses against diseases and para-
sites, and on propagating floral rich and pesticide-free landscapes to support 
the nutrition, health and diversity of all bee pollinators.

Dr. Mark WINSTON
Dr. Winston is that rare individual, a sci-

entist who can speak eloquently to the public.  Recognized as one of the world’s 
leading expert on bees and pollination, he has had an illustrious career research-
ing, teaching, writing and commenting on bees and agriculture, environmental 
issues and science policy. He directed Simon Fraser University’s Centre for 
Dialogue for 12 years, where he achieved wide recognition as a distinguished 
Canadian educator. He consults widely, in diverse fields, to thoughtfully engage 
public audiences with controversial issues, implement experiential learning and 
community engagement.

13



~~ Dinner Speakers ~~
Dr. Ethel VILLALOBOS

Dr. Villalobos is originally from Costa Rica but has lived in Hawaii for a long time. 
She completed her undergraduate work at the Universidad de Costa Rica and went on to 
obtain her Ph.D. in biology from UCLA. She oversees the Honeybee Project, University 
of Hawaii at Manoa. She is also the WAS President-Elect, taking office immediately 
this conference concludes. As the WAS Banquet speaker Friday night, she will extend a 
warm Islands invitation to join us again next year in Hawaii for the 2016 WAS Confer-
ence.  Under the title, "A sea of change: the health of Hawaii’s honey bees", you will 
also get a sneak peek at what is happening on the research front in Hawaii, a unique 
area with some very interesting insights to offer. The UH Honeybee team and Hawai‘i’s 
beekeepers are now leading the way nationally in the use of non-synthetic chemicals to 
control the varroa mite.

Lauren SPRINGER-OGDEN
Lauren will be the guest speaker at the Saturday night "Farm to Fork" Dinner 

at Agora at the Riverside. Her title is "Creating a Habitat Garden".
Lauren is known for her design work, books, and plant introductions. Her 

Fort Collins garden was designated a Habitat Hero garden by Audubon Rockies 
and has been featured in Sunset, Garden Design, and Country Gardener maga-
zines. She designed the all-native Visitors’ Center Gardens at Chatfield Arbore-
tum which are also designated Habitat Hero gardens. She emphasizes creating 
beauty with wildlife function, as she believes that neither a gorgeous garden full 
of plants without wildlife value nor a chaotic mishmash of unattractive wildlife 
plants are going to satisfy either gardener or creatures, and all should be happy.

~~ Session & Workshop Speakers ~~
(Alphabetical)

Peter Loring BORST
Peter has worked in the beekeeping industry since 1974. In the late 1970s he helped 

run a beekeeping supply store in the San Diego area, where he served beekeepers of all 
levels of expertise. In addition to selling equipment and supplies, he was able to get an 
especially broad viewpoint of their problems and concerns. 

Among other things, Peter was Senior Apiarist at Cornell’s Dyce Lab for Honey Bee 
Research for seven years, an apiary inspector for New York State from 2006 to 2008, 
and is currently employed at Cornell doing biomedical research. Peter is a regular 
contributor to the American Bee Journal, writing on topics as diverse as beekeeping 
technique, the composition and value of pollen for 
bees, and the history of bee breeding. He enjoys 
presenting on these topics at venues ranging from 
local elementary schools to the American Beekeeping 
conference (2015).

David BRADEN
David Braden made his living as a lawyer all the while pursuing his real interest in 

gardening and enjoying nature.  In 2004 David sold his law practice in order to pursue 
his real interest.  That pursuit has resulted in the Living Systems Institute where David 
and other volunteers study how to incorporate natural systems into human systems.  
These combined systems are called integrated closed loop production systems.  They 
can produce an abundance of high quality food while eliminating purchased chemicals 
and reducing the gardeners work load.

14 
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Dr. Michael BREED
Dr. Breed is known internationally for his research on the behavior of social insects, 

particularly on kin and nestmate recognition, which is central to hypotheses related to 
the evolution of sociality in insects.  Breed discovered that comb wax plays a key role in 
nestmate recognition in honeybees.  His work on guard honey bees links those studies with 
division of labor in honey bees.  Recent work has found that insulin plays a role in the tim-
ing of task performance during the lives of worker bees. He has published over 100 journal 
articles and book chapters and co-edited four books on the behavior, genetics, and biology 
of social insects.   He co-authored, with Janice Moore, a textbook on animal behavior that 
was published in 2011 and an encyclopedia of animal behavior  in 2010. Breed received 
his Ph.D. from the University of Kansas.  He is a Fellow of the Entomological Society of 
America, the Animal Behavior Society, and of the AAAS.

Emily BROWN
Emily Brown is a beekeeper, passionate honey bee educator, and owner of “AZ Queen 

Bee,” a bee removal and honey retail business in Scottsdale, Arizona.  She maintains 
hives throughout the valley as well as observation hives for science centers, schools and 
hotels.  She is a former American Honey Queen, is on the Board of Directors for the 
American Beekeeping Federation, and a recent Winner of the 2015 Good Food Awards 
for Pure Raw Honeycomb. 

Dr. Dewey CARON
Dr. Caron is an Emeritus Professor of Entomology & 

Wildlife Ecology, University of Delaware and an Affiliate 
Professor, Department of Horticulture, Oregon State Uni-
versity. A Vermont native, he did his PhD in Entomology 
at Cornell University with Dr. Roger Morse, taught there 
and at the Universities of Maryland and Delaware. Retir-
ing in 2009, he and his wife moved to Oregon to be near family. He now holds a courtesy 
appointment at OSU. Family connections in South America enabled him to help establish a 
Masters program in Medical Entomology at the University of Panama, and returng numer-
ous times to train rural people on how to safely keep Africanized bees. Dewey continues 
his research interests on both the east and west coasts and his affiliations with organiza-
tions like EAS and WAS. 

Al CHUBAK
Albert Chubak migrated to Utah from the Canadian Prairies by way of the University 

of Saskatchewanand the University of Three Rivers in Quebec. He is an Alumni with the 
Golden Key International Honor Society, a published author and researcher.  A bee remov-
al business lead him to experience what bees like in a natural habitat and what helps their 
colonies to thrive (he earned the title of 'Bee Wrangler' on Spike TV).  With this knowl-
edge he began inventing revolutionary beekeeping techniques and products, and educating 
others on additional ways to keep bees. Always an inventor, his uniquely carved Eco Bee 

Box hive equipment is on display at Research 
Triangle Park in Raleigh, North Carolina, at the 
White House, in every state in the US and many 
countries around the world. 

Michele COLOPY
Michele Colopy has worked as Program Director with the Pollinator Stew-

ardship Council since March 2013.  She holds a Master’s degree in Nonprofit 
Management/Arts Administration from the University of Akron, Ohio where her 
father was a beekeeper. She keeps honey bees in the city, and has replaced her 
crabgrass front yard with pesticide-free pollinator flowers for her honey bees 
and native pollinators.
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Steven COY
Steven Coy grew up in a commercial honey operation in  Arkansas.  He and his wife 

now own and operate the Coy Bee Company, LLC. selling Russian queens and nucs and 
making honey in Perkinston, Mississippi. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Plant Sci-
ence and a Master’s in Biology, both from Arkansas State University. He has worked as a 
research assistant at Arkansas State University and as a research technician at the USDA 
Biological Control Research Unit in Stoneville, Mississippi. Steven is the current U. S. 
beekeeping representative on the EPA Pesticide Program Dialogue Committee, served on 
the Executive Board of the American Honey Producers Association, is President of the 
Russian Honey Bee Breeders Association and current Secretary/Treasurer of the Pollina-
tor Stewardship Council besides his involvement in the Mississippi Farm Bureau and 
Mississippi Beekeepers Association.

Dr. Whitney CRANSHAW
Dr. Cranshaw is a professor, Extension Specialist of Entomology and head of the EAB 

Task Force at Colorado State University.  For the past thirty-two years he has conducted 
a broadly based program largely directed at questions involving arthropod pests affecting 
horticultural commodities in Colorado, including vegetables, shade trees, turfgrass and 
specialty crops.  He maintains an active Extension presence throughout the state, annually 
addressing 30-50 audiences including Master Gardeners, arborists, turf care professionals, 
pest control operators, and vegetable producers. In addition to 90 scientific publications, he 
has produced a hundred publications for Extension and outreach and several books, includ-
ing Pests of the West, Garden Insects of North America, Guide to Colorado Insects, and, 
most recently, Bugs Rule! An Introduction to the World of Insects. 

Drs. Allen & Jane DENNISON, M.Ds
The Dennisons are deeply associated with medical 

training and facilities at Brown University in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island. Dr. Allen is Assistant Professor of Medicine and Attending 
Physician, Rhode Island Hospital Wound Center; also Medical Director, Evergreen 
House Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. He received his M.D. at Columbia Uni-
versity, New York City, where he met his future wife, Jane, in the Anatomy lab. 
Since opening his own practice, he has taught a succession of young physicians to 
use honey and propolis to complement general health, wound prevention and heal-
ing.

Dr. Jane is Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Hasbro Children’s Hospital and At-
tending Physician, Women and Infants Hospital; also with East Bay Pediatrics and 
Adolescent Medicine in Barrington. Somehow, she still finds time to run Ten Mile 
River Apiary at Rumford (and, her husband reports, subjects him to strong discipline 

as assistant beekeeper), mentors new beekeepers and lectures locally on bee parasites and hive management! She sells her 
honey to a restaurant in Rumford, and therefore tolerates poorly her husband’s pilfering her honey for medicinal purposes. 
She helps teach wound dressing technique at his presentations nonetheless.

Jim DOAN
Jim was born to beekeeping - parents and grandfather all being commercial beekeep-

ers - and has owned bees since he was 5 years old. He was running 5300 hives in 2006 
when 90% of his hives died in what was called colony collapse disorder (CCD). Just 
before discovering he had no bees, he had a house fire. He has never fully recovered 
from either incident but has about 1400 hives presently. His college studies were in 
commercial horticultural production and he has dedicated a large part of his life to or-
ganizational efforts - Future Farmers of America; school boards; Farm Bureau (he was 
national runner-up young farmer of the year in 1996); beekeeping organizations in-state 
and national - EAS, ABF and the board that advises both AHPA and ABF on pesticide 
issues - all of which have reaped him official and media attention.
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BBB Seed
EcoScape Environmental Design

Harlequin’s Gardens
Boulder Book Store

FieldWatch
ABF/Honey Queen

Amber Lights Candles
Boulder County Beekeepers Association

Colorado Beekeepers Association
Bee Care Natura

Bee Line of Colorado
Bee Safe Boulder

Bee-Certain
Brushy Mountain

Carrie’s Honey and More Store
Colorado Bee Rescue

Complete Bee
Dakota Bees

Eco Bee Box
Healing Bees
Hive Tracks

Insure my honey!
Mann Lake Ltd.

National Honey Board
NOD Apiary Products

Pheasants Forever
People and Pollinators Action Network

Pollinator Stewardship Council
Honey Bee Health Coalition

Strong Microbial
TGBTG Books

To Bee or Not to Bee
Tulipan Herbals

USDA Natural Resources  
Conservation Service

Western Bee

Make sure you visit our vendors, many of whom have traveled far to be with us. Take 
advantage of being able to buy with NO ADDITIONAL SHIPPING COSTS, and let 

them know their efforts are appreciated. Many of these same folk are conference  
sponsors (see page -----). So make a point of stopping in to say THANK YOU!

Conference Vendors 



WESTERN APICULTURAL SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA
2015 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

MILLENNIUM HARVEST HOUSE HOTEL, BOULDER, COLORADO

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
2:30 - 5:30  Board of Directors Meeting, Sunshine Room
4:00 - 6:00  Conference Registration, Main Lobby, Millennium Hotel
6:30 - 8:00  Bee Buzz Social, Museum of Natural History, Colorado University Campus

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 TRADE SHOW OPENS 9 AM, CLOSES 4 PM
7:30 - 8:15  Registration      Grand Ballroom Lobby, Millennium Hotel
8:15 - 8:30  Opening Remarks    Beth Conrey, President CSBA/WAS
8:30 - 9:30  UC Davis Apiculture: Supporting Honey Dr. Elina Lastro Niño, Apiculture Extension  

   Bee Health and the Beekeepers  and Research
   Honey bees face many challenges today and we at the E.L. Niño Honey Bee Lab at UC Davis are  

   working towards mitigating some of these issues to help both the honey bees and the beekeepers  
   be the best that they can BEE. Projects unraveling some of the issues caused by synergisms  
   between miticides and agrochemicals will be discussed. We will also present about some of our  
   efforts to alleviate challenges with managing varroa mites.

9:30 - 10:00  BREAK - Millennium & Century Rooms
10:00 - 11:00  The New Era of Beekeeping   Jim Doan
   Why we all keep bees; 10 things that are different in this new era; pesticides - the elephant in the  

   room; the future is BRIGHT - why we have hope.
11:00 - 11:30  The Honey Bee Health Coalition - Healthy Matthew Mulica, Keystone Center 
    Bees, Healthy People, Healthy Planet
   The HBHC is a group of more than 30 organizations (beekeepers, researchers, government  

   agencies, agribusinesses, growers, conservation groups, manufacturers/consumer brands, and  
   other key partners) dedicated to collectively improving the health of honey bees in general and  
   specifically around production agriculture, identifying and implementing novel and proven  
   solutions to major honey bee health challenges, enhancing communications and collaboration  
   among diverse private and public sector stakeholders, and instituting sound scientific evidence for  
   decision making.      

11:30 - 1:15  LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
11:30 - 1:15  WAS ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING - Grand Ballroom
1:15 - 1:45  Planting on the Wild Side     Jamie Weiss, Habitat Heros Coordinator 
         Audubon Society
   Audubon’s Habitat Hero program, ways to get involved and how to receive recognition for your  

   outstanding wildscape. The majority of the photos I use are from previous Habitat Hero awardees  
   with emphasis on plants that do well in our region and a short plant list handout for attendees.

1:45 - 2:30  Pollinators and Wildlife   Jerry Miller, Farm Bill Biologist 
   Information on how planting pollinator habitat benefits wildlife and programs which help land 

   - owners establish pollinator habitat on agricultural lands.
2:30 - 3:00  Project Apis m: Power of People &   Christi Heintz, Project Apis m.
   Partnerships
   In 10 years, Project Apis m. (PAm) has proven itself to be on the forefront of BMP’s, starting BIP  

   Tech Teams, building honey bee forage, and supporting first class research.  How did we do it and  
   where are we going in the next 10 years?  Come find out!

3:00 - 3:30  BREAK - Millennium & Century Rooms
   TRACK 1 BEGINNER    TRACK 2 INTERMEDIATE
3:30 - 4:30  Winter Hive Jacket Workshop    Real Time Disease Load Monitoring 
(See next page info) Leslie Ellis, President COWWB   Rachel Fahey, Bee Informed Partnership
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4:30 - 5:30  "Excuse me but your porch is covered in bees" Raising your own Queen Bee Pedigree 
        - Surprising lessons from a 1st year beekeeper  - Queen Rearing Made Simple

   Josh Vaisman & Greta Olson    Al Chubak, Eco Bee Box
AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS - 
TRACK 1 
• Winter Hive Jacket Workshop - Leslie Ellis - Gardens (West)

Winter’s around the corner, and your bees need your help to keep their queen reasonably toasty. In this (very) hands-on 
workshop, you’ll make your own winter jacket for your beehive — and it’s reusable, season after season! 
• “Excuse me but your porch is covered in bees”: Surprising Lessons From A First Year Beekeeper - Josh Vaisman 
and Greta Olson - Canyon Room

You’ve taken the classes and read all the books.  You’re hives are built and a location in your yard is all ready.  You’ve 
planted pollinator-friendly plants and your bees are on order.  You couldn’t be more prepared!  Or could you??  Come listen 
to some stories and experiences of two second-year beekeepers as they share with you the sometimes funny, sometimes chal-
lenging, sometimes tragic bumps in the road along the path of their first 12 months with backyard bees.
TRACK 2 
• Real Time Disease Load Monitoring - Rachel Fahey, Bee Informed Partnership - Flagstaff Room

The Bee Informed Partnership (BIP) launched the Real Time Disease Load Monitoring Service in 2012 as another step in 
our long term goal to inform beekeepers on how to reduce colony loss. Participants in the program collect samples monthly, 
ship them to the University of Maryland honey bee lab, and receive individualized reports detailing Varroa mite and Nosema 
spore levels in time to make near real time management decisions. Rachel will discuss the overall results of this project by 
season, region and operation size. 
• Create your own queen bee pedigree: Queen Rearing made simple - Al Chubak - Flagstaff Room

Raising queen bees can be a natural easy process.  Steps to follow, and many different ways on how to begin, with po-
tential pit-falls will be discussed (resources, mating, laying workers, robbing, sickness).  This system is easy, and will take 
beekeeping to a higher more enjoyable level.  This class is all inclusive to this type of queen breeding.  Start your own queen 
pedigree from your own stock. 

5:30 - 5:50  2016 WAS BOARD MEETING (VERY SHORT), Grand Ballroom

   DINNER ON YOUR OWN
7:30 - 11:30  Next Generation Beekeepers' Summit  Sarah Red Laird, 'Bee Girl' 

   Borrowing the concept from the USDA’s definition of a “Next Generation Farmer,” a “Next Gen  
   Beekeeper” is a person who is new to beekeeping as a profession within the last zero to ten years,  
   is passionate about bees, and want to be involved in future beekeeping innovation, research,  
   policy, advocacy, or community leadership.  This is an exciting time. Society, government,  
   science, and the food industry have their eyes turned to us and are poised to offer support perhaps  
   more generously than any time in modern history. So what do we do? Where are we going? Who  
   are the emerging leaders, and what is their stance on the current issues affecting our daily lives?   
   Please join us at 815 Pearl St, Boulder for an evening of beer, sweet treats, live music, and an  
   opportunity to come together, share thoughts and develop action items for the beekeeping  
   industry’s issues and solutions.  RSVP at www.beegirl.org. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2  TRADE SHOW OPENS 9 AM, CLOSES 4 PM
7:30 - 8:15  Registration     Grand Ballroom Lobby, Millennium Hotel
8:15 - 8:20  Opening Remarks    Beth Conrey
8:20 - 9:20  Lessons from the Field: Assessing the   Dr. Susan Kegley, Pesticide Research Institute 
   effects of pesticides, pathogens and mites 
   on honey bee health over time 

   A number of stressors have been implicated in honey bee colony losses, as well as a decrease  
   in available forage. The combination of these stressors can amplify risk to honey bee colonies, as  
   pesticides are known to affect immune function and behaviors, and Varroa mites transmit  
   pathogens. Determining the relative contribution of each factor to the problem of unsustainable  
   colony losses is paramount to solving it. Few studies have been done to track colony strength over  
   time, and none to date have evaluated colony health over time as a function of each different  
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   stressor alone and in combination. Focus is on a study with 60 commercial honey bee colonies  
   we tracked between January 2014 and January 2015 in which pesticide residues and pathogen  
   levels were measured four times during the course of the year — before almond pollination,  
   immediately after almond pollination, in late spring/early summer, and at the end of the summer.  
   Mite loads and colony strength were tracked more frequently, and beekeeper practices monitored  
   throughout the year. This presentation will focus on results of this study, as well as the probable  
   cause of the extensive colony losses in almonds in 2014. 

9:20 - 9:50  BREAK - Millennium & Century Rooms
9:50 - 10:50  Bees are what they eat, too!   Peter Loring Borst, Cornell University
   Peter will present on various aspects of understanding honey bee nutrition including the origin  

   of pollen and prehistoric flowers, leading to the use of pollen as food by insects (which  
   fortuitously carry out the task of pollination); the nutritional quality of pollen in general and  
   specific pollen sources; the relationships between bee nutrition, disease and pesticides; and the  
   relative merits of the many supplemental bee feeds available.    

10:50 - 11:20  The National Honey Board, Your industry  Margaret Lombard, CEO, NHB
   resource 

   An overview of the variety of resources offered by the NHB. This session will cover everything  
   from how to get low cost education materials and recipe booklets from the Honey Board, to how to  
   apply for research grants and how to get listed on honeylocator.com

11:20 - 12:45  LUNCH - Outdoor Pavilion   Speaker: Dr. Mark Winston 
   "The Artistry of the Bees"   Simon Fraser University, Burnaby BC
   Bees are the deepest of wells from which to draw our own human inspiration. Artists have used  

   bees for many millennia as muse to stimulate poetry, sculpture, dance and crafts to delve into  
   human spirituality and our interactions with the environment around us. Join Mark Winston, author  
   of the recent award-winning book “Bee Time: Lessons From the Hive,” to explore how bees,  
   through art, can provide an echo of ourselves.  

12:45 - 1:45  Risk Assessment and Honey Bees  Dr. Jonathan Lundgren,  Research Entomologist 
   Understanding how agrichemicals affect bees and other pollinators is essential to ensure the  
   environmental safety of farming practices. My research focuses on the effects of RNAi and  
   neonicotinoids and their impacts on non-target species, including bees.

1:45 - 2:15  Pollinator Stewardship Collaborations  Michele Colopy 
   Education, Advocacy, Action    Pollinator Stewardship Council
2:15 - 2:45  Can We Manage the Emerald Ash Borer  Dr. Whitney Cranshaw
   Disaster and Protect the Honey Bee?   Colorado State University 

   The accidental introduction and establishment of the emerald ash borer created a new forest pest  
   with unprecedented destructive ability that will permanently alter the ecology of North America  
   in profound ways.  It also has quickly become the insect that receives the most intensive use of  
   insecticides on shade trees in the United States.  This presentation will review of the types of  
   insecticides that are being used to manage emerald ash borer and their potential conflicts for  
   honey bees, other pollinators, and other insects that are associated with ash trees.  Discussion will  
   also include ideas on how we can best limit adverse effects to these beneficial species while  
   managing the emerald ash borer disaster. 

2:45 - 3:15  Guard bees - what they do & how they do it  Dr. Michael Breed, University of Colorado 
   My studies of honeybee colony defense have dealt with the behavior of guard bees at the colony  
   entrance, soldier bees who defend the colony against major threats, and the use of alarm  
   pheromones in coordinating colony defense. I have focused on how honeybee workers get matched  
   with tasks in their colony.  The general scheme is for younger bees to perform within-colony tasks  
   like cleaning, construction, and nursing larvae and for older bees to forage. A small cluster of tasks  
   requires working at or near the entrances to the colony--guarding, fanning for air circulation, and  
   undertaking (removing corpses). Middle-aged bees perform these tasks. By placing these activities  
   within the larger framework of colony activities, we can develop an understanding of how honey  
   bee task performance is regulated and how labor is efficiently allocated among tasks in the nest.
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3:15 - 3:45  BREAK - Millennium & Century Rooms
   TRACK 1 BEGINNER   TRACK 2 INTERMEDIATE
3:45 - 4:30  Record keeping is for everyone!  Managing Media to Make More Money    

   Dr. James Wilkes, Hive Tracks  Emily Brown, AZ Queen Bee
4:30 - 5:15  Mentors Matter, Tina Sebestyen  Record keeping is for everyone!  
   President, 4 Corners Beekeepers   Dr. James Wilkes, Hive Tracks

AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS -
TRACK 1:
• Record Keeping is for Everyone! - James Wilkes, Hive Tracks  Track 1 - Canyon Room; Track 2 - Flagstaff Room

Regardless of how many hives you manage, beekeeping is an inherently observational activity requiring visits to your 
hives to perform inspections.  The challenge as a beekeeper is to remember those observations from visit to visit and use the 
information to make informed management decisions.  This talk will offer practical record keeping advice and motivate you 
to keep records not only for your own benefit, but also for the good of the broader beekeeping community.
• Mentors Matter - Tina Sebestyen - Canyon Room

Beekeeping is like a puzzle, with events, circumstances, bee behavior and biology, and one or more potential outcomes, 
all needing to be fit together.  As a beginner, you may not even recognize which things you see are pertinent to the question, 
and you can’t know all the facts, biology, and consequences.  A mentor can be the key to success for you and your bees, and 
a short-cut around learning from your own mistakes.  We’ll discuss these things as well as how to find a good mentor, how to 
make the most of your mentoring relationship, and how to discern good beekeeping advice from bad.
TRACK 2: 
• Managing Media to Make More Money - Emily Brown - Flagstaff Room

Learn how to obtain and manage media opportunities to build brand recognition, diversify revenue streams, and create 
demand for your products and services.  Take your business to a new level  by securing promotional opportunities that will 
drive demand and ultimately increase your income.  Make sure your business is all it can BEE!! 

6:30   Cocktails     Outdoor Pavilion
7:30   BANQUET       Speaker: Dr. Ethel Villalobos
   A sea of change: the health of Hawaii’s  University of Hawaii
   honeybees 
   Arrival of the varroa mite in 2008, and small hive beetle in 2011, forever changed the idyllic  

   beekeeping conditions of Hawaii, causing large-scale losses in the apiaries, and among the feral  
   bee populations that provided pollination to many crops and fruit trees. The declines nevertheless  
   provided valuable information about the mite and the viruses it transmits, in particular Deformed  
   Wing Virus (DWV). In 2010, through collaboration between the University of Hawaii and the  
   University of Sheffield in the UK, Hawaii’s bees helped the global scientific community  
   understand how the mite changes the viral landscape for the bees, precipitating more research  
   across the world aimed at understanding the impact of the viral strains that attack honey bees.   
   Hawaii’s unique geography and the existence of varroa free islands continue to provide clues  
   about the importance of disease, pesticides, floral diversity and quality on honey bee health.    
   From a practical perspective however, the farmers, beekeepers, and backyard growers of Hawaii,  
   expect more than academic findings, and as such, the UH Honeybee Project is engaged in  
   developing a strong education and outreach program. This presentation will address how the  
   University of Hawaii Honey bee Project is attempting to link scientific research to practical field  
   applications, ensuring that stakeholders can directly benefit from University-led research.  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3  TRADE SHOW OPENS 9 AM, CLOSES 4 PM
7:30 - 8:15  Registration     Grand Ballroom Lobby, Millennium Hotel
8:15 - 8:30  Opening Remarks    Beth Conrey
8:30 - 9:30  Honey: Revolutionary Medicine for Mind  Dr. Ron Fessenden
   and Body - Separating Fact from Fiction 
   Since ancient times, honey has been known for its healthful benefits. Current medical research has  

   validated many of those long held beliefs. This presentation will separate what is proven fact from  
   fiction, and demonstrate how honey is a revolutionary therapy for individuals with diabetes,  
   obesity, heart disease, hypertension, and much more.
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9:30 - 10:30  Healing with Honey    Dr. Allen Dennison
   A review of the physiology of wound healing and mechanisms by which honey heals an open wound.
10:30 - 11:00  Making Honey and Medicine a Local Affair Dr. Don Hyder & Dr. Steve Rankin
   This research represents an extension of a clinical trial in which a locally produced honey and an antibiotic,  

   Bactrim, are being compared to treat community acquired methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus  
   infections in San Juan County, New Mexico.  The research is aimed at identifying the primary floral source,  
   pollen and nectar of the honey used in the study as well as identify and quantify a known antibacterial  
   component of honey, methylglyoxal.  The suspected primary floral source is an invasive weedy plant,  
   Russian Knapweed.

11:00 - 11:30  Open wound management using honey  Dr. Dan Smeak 
   - a veterinary perspective   CSU Veterinary College
   Veterinarians use honey products for a variety of medicinal purposes similar to our human medical counter 

   parts.  In this interactive session, we will contrast the process of open wound healing in small animals  
   and humans, review how we initially surgically manage open wounds in veterinary practice, and how we  
   incorporate the wonders of topical honey into our wound care.

11:30 - 12:00  Saving the bees, one neighborhood at a time David Wheeler, Bee Safe Neighborhoods
   Pesticide regulation at state and federal levels is clearly failing the bees. The grassroots movement called  

   Bee Safe Neighborhoods is succeeding through community, education and collaboration. This presentation  
   will cover the what, the why and the how of Bee Safe Neighborhoods.

12:15 - 1:30  LUNCH - Outdoor Pavilion   Speaker: Dr. Marla Spivak 
   Protecting Our Pollinators   University of Minnesota
   Learn the science behind the plea:  Plant bee-friendly flowers, and don’t contaminate those flowers  

   with pesticides. Good nutrition can help bees fight off disease and detoxify pesticides. But even the  
   best floral pollen and nectar won’t help bees fight off varroa mites; that fight needs help from  
   beekeepers.  Let’s turn this problem around and be part of the solution for all of our pollinators. 

AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS -
TRACK 1  1:30 - 2:15   2:20 - 3:05   3:10 - 3:55
Who’s the fairest Live Local, Live Large      God Save the Queen - longevity Russian Queens - what makes   
of them all?  Kris Holthaus, CO Queen and varroa control  them special? Steven Coy,
   Testing Project   Melanie Kirby - Zia Queens President, Russian Queen Breeders 
TRACK 2
Apitherapy  Making Effective Dressings Making Propolis Tincture Body, Mind and Bees - Ancient 
   with Honey   Karen Sadenwater,   Rites/Quantum Physics
   Drs. Allen & Jane Dennison Backyard Hive   Valerie Solheim
TRACK 3
Honey - It’s not just  Beauty and the Bee      A Practical Guide to Tasting  
for cooking anymore! Gabrielle Hemesath  HONEY TASTING BAR  Honey Wine
   American Honey Queen/NHB     Jason Goldman
TRACK 4
Authors/  Bee Times: Lessons from the  The Honey Revolution Series Honey Bee Biology and 
Book Signings Hive, Dr. Mark Winston, SFU Dr. Ron Fessenden  Beekeeping
           Dewey Caron
TRACK 5
Gardening for  Making Seed Bombs  Best Bee Plants   Pesticide-Free is the Way 
Pollinators in CO Julie Finley-Ridinger  Jane Schellenberger   for Me, David Braden,    

           Living Systems Institute 
AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS - 
TRACK 1: Who's the fairest of them all? 
• Live Local, Live Large - Kris Holthaus - Canyon Room

The goal of this two year project was to reduce or eliminate the dependence on chemical treatments in the control of Varroa 
destructor within Colorado honey bee colonies through genetic selection.
• God Save the Queen - Melanie Kirby - Canyon Room

How breeding for the heritable trait of Longevity conquers the varroa threshold.
• Russian Queens, What makes them special? - Steven Coy - Canyon Room

Even though Russian queens were imported from Eastern Russian they originated from central Europe just like most of our 
honey bee stocks today. They are still honey bees doing what bees do. They do have some valuable and challenging differences 
from Italian queens.

Sponsored by

Sponsored by

22



TRACK 2: Apitherapy
• Making Effective Dressings with Honey - Drs. Allen & Jane Dennison - Flagstaff Room

Brief lecture on making honey ointment and using modern materials to produce 3 day dressings. Followed by participatory 
“flash compounding” of honey ointments and pairing of partners to practice dressing placement. 
• Making Propolis Tincture - Karen Sadenwater - Flagstaff Room

Deciduous trees excrete a waxy resin which coats their newly formed buds in the spring. This resin coating is anti-bacterial 
and anti-microbial. The resin is not just collected by the bees and used in the hive, it’s in its original form. They also process it in 
their mouths and concentrate it into an array of least 180 different compounds which have been identified so far. For thousands 
of years humans have been using propolis for a variety of purposes. Today, propolis is praised for its antibacterial,  antiseptic, 
anti-inflammatory, anti fungal, anesthetic, and healing properties. Find out how to make it.
• Body, Mind and Bees - Ancient Rites/Quantum Physics - Valerie Solheim - Flagstaff Room

Humans have celebrated the honeybee for over 10,0000-years both spiritually and practically, for clearing and healing their 
land and selves.  In this session we step back into ancient history and enter the hive to experience Body & Mind what the Vedas 
describe as the healing and anointing of the bees.   Through the use of quantum physics we can now “grasp” what the ancient 
people knew about frequency entrainment in healing body, mind and spirit.  This session is informative and in-hive.
TRACK 3: Honey - It's not just for cooking any more!
• Beauty and the Bee - Gabrielle Hemesath - Sunshine Room

Gabrielle will participate in the Kids and Bees program.  She will speak about importance of honeybees to the public’s daily 
lives and how honeybees are the connection between plants and our plates.  She will also share information about the many uses 
for honey, including how it can sweeten your entire home.

• HONEY TASTING BAR - - Sunshine Room  
• A Practical Guide to Tasting Honey Wine - Jason Goldman - Sunshine Room

When people think about mead or honey wine, they immediately expect a cloyingly sweet beverage with a rough simplicity 
best suited to the Middle Ages and Renaissance Fairs. In reality, mead is much closer to its cousin, wine made from grapes.  
Come learn more about mead as we taste a couple of commercial samples and discuss their flavors and complexity.
TRACK 4: Authors and book signings - Sugarloaf Room
TRACK 5: Gardening for Pollinators in Colorado
• Making Seed Bombs - Julie Finley-Ridinger - Trailridge Room

What can turn fence lines, ditches, vacant lots and roadways in to a treasure trove of pollen and nectar bearing plants?  The 
humble seed ball.  A seed ball or seed bomb a simple combination of seed, clay and compost Combining these ingredients, form-
ing balls or pucks gives folks an opportunity to support pollinators by planting healthy, appropriate, forage.  Come join us for a 
chance to get your hands dirty and throw down a few seeds. 
• Best Bee Plants - Jane Shellenberger - Trailridge Room

Learn about planting strategies for some of the best trees, shrubs, perennials & garden flowers, wild- 
flowers, weeds, herbs, vines, cover crops, and vegetables for generalist and native bees in Colorado. 
• Pesticide-Free is the Way for Me  - David Braden - Trailridge Room

Pesticides interfere with the healthy functioning of ecosystems as well as directly impacting bees.  Explore the benefits of 
promoting healthy ecosystems and some steps you can take to help create spaces that are safe for bees and other living things.

1:30 - 3:55 BEE CURIOUS! ABF BEES & KIDS PROGRAM   Sarah Red Laird - Bee Girl 
  - Boulder Creek Living Room (1st Floor)
  American Beekeeping Federation Kids and Bees Program Director Sarah  will provide an opportunity for  
  the area’s littlest locals, and attending beekeeper’s families, to join us for a fun and educational event. 
  Saturday, Oct. 3rd , from 10:00am – 1:00pm, the community will have open access to the “Kids and Bees  
  Event.” Participants will be treated to activity stations featuring a live observation bee hive, honey tasting,  
  beeswax candle rolling, and other opportunities to engage in the art and science of beekeeping. This is  
  also a great opportunity for conference attendees to become inspired to begin/develop, their own  
  educational programs. Everything is open source! 
4:00 - 4:30  CSBA BUSINESS MEETING
5:30 - 9:30 FARM TO TABLE DINNER - Agora at the Riverside (1724 Broadway in Boulder)
  Featuring Lauren Springer Ogden - "Creating a Habitat Garden"

  Plants are only part of the joy of creating and tending a garden. Observing the insects, birds, and other  
  wildlife that the garden attracts brings a whole new dimension of pleasure and fascination, and reminds us  
  how much we can help the web of life by planting for diversity, no matter how small our space. Join  
  Lauren as she explains the overall concepts and practices that make a garden good habitat for a variety of  
  creatures, and discusses a number of the best plants for food, shelter, and material for rearing young. 

  END OF CONFERENCE
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Leslie ELLIS
Leslie Ellis is a 5th-year Denver beekeeper, founder of the Women Who Bee club, and 

producer of BEE PEOPLE, a documentary that encourages everyday people to become 
backyard beekeepers. She is currently the 1st Vice President of WAS and, as a media 
professional, has been instrumental in getting together the conference press releases you 
have been seeing in "Items for beekeepers..." Often, her communications are written from 
far-away places or in the air en route. This is one very busy lady!

Rachel FAHEY
Rachel Fahey is a faculty research specialist under Dr. 

Dennis vanEngelsdorp at the University of Maryland, and 
works for the Bee Informed Partnership as the project lead for 

the Real Time Disease Load Monitoring Service. This monthly service helps backyard, side-
liner and commercial beekeepers make informed management decisions based on their Varroa 
mite and Nosema spore levels.   She is also the lead of an exciting new project, Sentinel Apiar-
ies, which combines disease monitoring with hive scales and pollen trapping. 

Dr. Ron FESSENDEN
Now retired, Dr. Fessenden received his MD from the Uni-

versity of Kansas School of Medicine and his Masters in Public 
Health from the University of Hawaii School of Public Health. For the past seven years 
he has been researching, writing and speaking about the health benefits of honey, includ-
ing presentations to over 40 conferences and events in the United States and Canada. His 
has written and published four books in The Honey Revolution Series, the latest being The 
New Honey Revolution (TGBTGBooks.com, LLC 2014) - a revised and updated edition of 
The Honey Revolution - Restoring the Health of Future Generations.

Julie FINLEY-RIDINGER
Julie’s interest in creating habitat stems from years of 

working as an organic grower in many different settings.  This 
work has led her to see the importance of the community’s involvement and interest in the 
health and population of pollinators.  Believing that the pollinator’s role resembles that of 
the canary in the coal mine has led her to work for their nutritional well-being.  She has cre-
ated and participates in on-going classes for new beekeepers. Her beekeeping history spans  
almost 20 years.    She is currently at work on a pollinator habitat project right in her own 
back bee yard, as well as outlying yards. Making seed balls is part of that endeavor. 

Jason (Jester) GOLDMAN
Jester is a home-brewer with around 25 years of experience 

making beer and honey wine. From beekeeping to mead-mak-
ing to professional tasting and evaluation, Jester loves all the facets of enjoying this unique 
beverage. For several years now, he has shared his enthusiasm by leading structured tast-
ings to educate people about mead and beer appreciation.

Christi HEINTZ
Christi is Executive Director for Project Apis m. (PAm).  

Christi has managed research, including pollination re-
search, since 1979, working specifically on behalf of honey 
bees since 2006.  She received Distinguished Service 

Awards from the CA State Beekeepers in 2003 and 2011 and from the American Honey 
Producers in 2010.  Christi is a member of the Steering Committee for the Honey Bee 
Health Coalition, the Research Committee for the California State Beekeepers Association, 
the Board of Directors for Bee Informed Partnership, and is Liaison to the Almond Board’s 
Bee Task Force.  She is a former hobby beekeeper and holds B.S. and M.S. degrees from 
UC Davis. 
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Gabrielle HEMESATH
Gabrielle is the 19-year-old daughter of Mary and Russell Hemesath of Clermont, 

Iowa.  She is a sophomore at Iowa State University, majoring in marketing.  Gabrielle 
became interested in beekeeping at a young age and has been employed by Fassbinder 
Apiaries since 2008, assisting in managing 2,000 beehives.

As the 2015 American Honey Queen, Gabrielle serves as a national spokesperson 
on behalf of the American Beekeeping Federation, a trade organization representing 
beekeepers and honey producers throughout the United States.  The Honey Queen and 
Princess speak and promote in venues nationwide, and as such, Queen Gabrielle will 
travel throughout the United States during her year-long reign.  In 2014, as the Iowa 
Honey Queen, she promoted the honey industry at fairs, festivals, and farmers’ markets, 
via television and radio interviews, and in schools.

Kris HOLTHAUS 
A native of Colorado and graduate of Colorado 

State University, Kris taught and coached at the high school level from 1974-1981 
in Salida, Colorado. She brought the first five hives of honey bees to her small ranch 
in Howard in 1978, relocated to Fort Collins three years later and opened a Western 
and Wildlife Art Gallery & Framery. With the sale of the gallery in 1995, she has had 
more time to spend with the bees and in 2001 started offering survivor queen stock to 
beekeepers along the front range of Colorado.  Presently, she maintains from 100-150 
colonies for honey production, nucleus colonies, and queen stock, and grows a half 
acre of hardy lavender plants from which she offers a distinctive honey product at the 
Downtown Farmers Market  (https://reddogexpressions.wordpress.com/about).

Don HYDER 
Dr. Hyder’s training includes a BSs (Agricultural Biology) from New Mexico State 

University, Las Cruces; a Masters (Biology) from Tarleton State University, Stephenville, 
Texas, and a PhD (Entomology) from North Dakota State University. Early research work 
involved a post-doctoral fellowship at NDSU investigating the potential of ticks in North 
Dakota to harbor and transmit Lyme disease, followed by studies of prairie dog populations 
for the Bureau of Land Management, flea beetle, and of a Native American traditional use 
plant similar to the Chinese Gogi Berry - these last three under programs awarded to San 
Juan College, Farmington, New Mexico. Current investigations at SJC involve the compar-
ison of locally produced honey to the standard antibiotic, Bactrim, to control community 
acquired Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus.

Melanie KIRBY
Melanie Kirby has been keeping bees professionally for 19 years; first starting as a Peace 

Corps volunteer in South America. She has written for several publications and serves as the 
editor of the Kelley Beekeeping online newsletter. She, along with her partner Mark Spitzig, 
two kiddos, two cats and two dogs, raises survivor stock queens and bees and exquisite api-
ceuticals in the southern Rocky Mountains of northern New Mexico.

Margaret LOMBARD
Margaret has worked in the food industry for nearly 25 

years. During that time, she’s held a variety of leadership 
positions, including vice president of marketing for Raley’s 
Supermarkets and vice president of shopper marketing for a 
national advertising agency. But Lombard says her newest position as CEO of the National 
Honey Board was the “opportunity of a lifetime.” The NHB is an industry funded agri-
cultural promotion group. The main goal of the organization, headquartered in Firestone, 
Colorado, is to educate consumers about the benefits and uses for honey and honey prod-
ucts through research, marketing and promotional programs.
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Jerry MILLER
A native of Colorado, Jerry graduated from Colorado State University with a degree in For-

est Management Science and has completed post graduate wildlife management courses. As 
a private consultant/contractor, Jerry worked with landowners and agencies in Northeastern 
Colorado to develop wildlife habitat and as a Conservation District Technician. He is an active 
Pheasants Forever member supporting youth conservation camps and habitat projects. He lives 
on a farmstead near Padroni and enjoys spending time with his seven grandchildren, gardening, 
and combining motorcycle touring with hikes in the Colorado high country.

Jerry accepted the Farm Bill Habitat Biologist position with Pheasants Forever in May of 
2010, working out of the Sterling, Julesburg, Holyoke and Akron NRCS offices. He helps 
landowners understand conservation program eligibility requirements, completes site visits and 
develops conservation program plans to establish or enhance wildlife habitat. 

Matthew MULICA
Matthew is a Policy Facilitator with Keystone Policy Center, providing mediation, fa-

cilitation and project management services within Keystone’s environment, public health, 
energy, education and agriculture practice areas. Matthew works with diverse public, private 
and NGO stakeholder groups, designs and facilitates stakeholder dialogues, public engage-
ment processes, coalitions and strategic planning processes. Recent issues include honey bee 
health, water, mining, shale gas development, sustainable agriculture and ranching as well as 
several projects involving National Environmental Policy processes.

Matthew graduated with a Master’s of Science in Conflict 
Resolution, International and Intercultural emphasis, from 
Portland State U and holds two Bachelor of Science degrees in 
marketing and management from the University of Montana. 

Dr. Elina Lastro NINO
Dr. Niño is an Assistant Specialist in Cooperative Extension in Apiculture, UC ANR UCCE 

in the Department of Entomology and Nematology at UC Davis. Her research interests en-
compass basic and applied approaches to understanding and improving honey bee health and 
particularly honey bee queen health. Current research projects include understanding the syn-
ergistic effects of pesticides on queen health and adult workers in order to improve beekeeping 
management practice, as well as testing novel biopesticides for efficacy against varroa mites. 

Dr. Stephen RANKIN
Dr. Rankin is a pediatrician on the staff at Pinon Family Practice in Farmington, New 

Mexico.  He is a graduate of the University of New Mexico School of Medicine and he also 
completed a Pediatric Residency at  UNM.  He has been a hobby beekeeper for over 20 
years, producing comb honey.  He is joined by his wife, Mary, in the care of the bees.  They 
have 5 children and 8 grandchildren.  He is the principal investigator for the New Mexico 

Honey Wound Treatment Research Study. He will be sharing 
the presentation on “Making Honey and Medicine a Local Af-
fair” with Dr. Don Hyder.

Sarah RED-LAIRD
Sarah Red-Laird is the founder and Executive Director of 

the Bee Girl organization, a nonprofit with a mission to inspire and empower communities 
to conserve bees and their habitat. She is a graduate of the University of Montana’s College 
of Forestry and Conservation with a degree in Resource Conservation, focused on com-
munity collaboration and environmental policy. Sarah is also the US Ambassador of the 
International Bee Research Association’s (IBRA) BEEWORLD project, the Kids and Bees 
Director for the American Beekeeping Federation, a New York Bee Sanctuary Advisory 
Board member, an active member of the Northwest Farmers Union, a mentor in the Or-
egon State Master Beekeepers Program, and the Regional Representative for the Southern 
Oregon Beekeepers.  



Karen SADENWATER
Karen co-founded BackYardHive.com with Corwin Bell in 2005 after she caught her 

first bee swarm and was hooked on bees. She talked to a local woodworker asking to 
have a hive built overnight for her newly caught swarm. With much discussion between 
the woodworker and Corwin about hive size and details, the first ‘BackYardHive’ was 
born. Soon after Corwin and Karen created a website with backyard beekeeping infor-
mation, a training DVD and fully assembled hives.

Karen has worked with the bees under the guidance of Corwin for the past 10 years.  
She brings a sense of calm and respect when working with the honeybees.  She co-
teaches the classes with Corwin and is especially skilled with getting beginners started 
in their new journey of bee guardianship.

Jane SHELLENBERGER 
Jane is the publisher/editor of Colorado Gardener which she founded in 1997 and au-

thor of Organic Gardener’s Companion, Growing Vegetables in the West (Fulcrum Books, 
2012). A lifelong gardener who learned about plants from her botanist mother, she lives on a 
5-acre farmette west of Longmont.

Tina SEBESTYEN
Tina has been a beekeeper for 10 years in both Lang-

stroth and top bar hives, keeping between 30 and 40 
colonies with an average success rate of 80%.  She has 
been mentored by two “old” beekeepers with 30+ years 
of experience each, and frequently asks for advice from 
many others.  As founder and president of the Four Cor-
ners Beekeepers Association, she also mentors many beekeepers newer to the challeng-
es that beekeeping presents.  She teaches beginning beekeeping classes, manages her 
local swarm hot-line, and does structural bee removals.  She also farms, raising most of 
her own food.  She is the secretary of the Colorado State Beekeepers Association.  Her 
“real” job is cabinet-making, for which she has very little time.

Dr. Dan SMEAK
Dr. Smeak joined the faculty at Ohio State University in 1983 as a Full Professor of 

Surgery, retiring in 2007 to become Director of the James L. Voss Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital, Colorado State University where he is currently Professor and Chief, Small 
Animal Surgery, and Dental and Oral Surgery. He has received local, national and interna-
tional awards as a referral and teaching veterinarian, including a Fulbright Scholarship in 
2004 to the University of Helsinki where he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate in 2008. 
His main interests are in general surgery in small animals and exotic animals, and teach-
ing the skills thereof.

Dr. Valerie SOLHEIM
Dr. Solheim’s two passions have been teaching and 

Jungian Depth Psychology. She has taught kindergarten 
through graduate school, presented workshops and lec-
tures in South and Central America and Mexico, Europe 
and the US. Valerie also had the honor of being invited to teach at the acclaimed Jungian 
Institute in Switzerland. She holds degrees in Spanish, English, Economics and Psychol-
ogy, from BA, MA to PhD. Given her list of accomplishments, what she holds sacred is 
the ever-opening space in the mind.  Life learning, she proposes, is not about an ac-
cumulation of knowledge but the releasing of myths that deceive and misdirect one’s 
ability to live life in the awareness of higher truths.  In her research on the effect of 
beehive frequency on hives, environment and us, she re-discovered the ancient wisdom 
of healing and clearing through the hive.   Hence her book, The Beehive Effect:  Ancient 
Rites ~ Quantum Principles.  Visit HealingBees.org for more detailed information.
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Josh VAISMAN & Greta OLSON
Josh and Greta are a married couple from Firestone, CO, enjoying their 

second full year as backyard beekeepers.  To pay the bills he manages the 
Boulder Natural Animal Hospital and she is an experienced biochemist.  
They share their lives with two Great Danes, four parrots, thousands of bees, 
and an adorable seven-pound cat who rules the roost. Hear about some of 
their experiences as first year beekeepers and all the things they wished they 
had known before they started.

Jamie WEISS
Jamie Weiss is the Habitat Heroes 

Coordinator for the Front Range of 
Colorado, a new extension project of 
Audubon Rockies.  To combat the loss of 
open spaces, Habitat Heroes contribute 
a positive impact to the community by 

increasing natural areas, providing homes and food for wildlife, and connecting to larger 
green spaces.  This helps to restore a fragmented ecosystem, and offers a welcome place 
for birds and wildlife through the implementation of wildscaping principles, a form of 
landscape stewardship.  

Along with her Bachelor degree in Marine Biology and Chemistry from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, Wilmington, Jamie is a Certified Interpretive Guide as appointed 
by the National Association of Interpretation.  Jamie previously worked at Boyd Lake State Park and the Georgia Aquari-
um as an Educational Interpreter, providing families and individuals of all ages with an awareness of conservation.  

David WHEELER
David Kansuke Wheeler (aka ‘Bee Safe’ David), Co-director of Bee Safe 

Boulder, is a musician and musicologist who has lectured about, taught and 
performed the Japanese bamboo flute (called the shakuhachi) for over 35 years. 
He is also a parent, a housekeeper and back yard organic gardener. 

Wheeler is the co-founder of the first Bee Safe Neighborhood (based on the 
Living Systems Institute protocol) in the world, established in March of 2014 
- the Melody Catalpa Bee Safe Neighborhood in North Boulder.  Representing 
Bee Safe Boulder, he has appeared on radio and television. 

Bee Safe Boulder presented a resolution to the Boulder City Council that 
would essentially ban neonicotinoid purchase and use on city property. This 
“Bee Safe City Resolution” was adopted on May 5, 2015.

Dr. James WILKES
Dr. Wilkes is the co-founder of Hive Tracks and technical lead for the 

Bee Informed Partnership.  He also owns and operates Faith Mountain Farm 
(http://faithmtnfarm.com/family-farm), a family operation that includes 
about 100 honey bee colonies.  His paying job is as a Professor of Computer 
Science at Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina.

Hive Tracks leverages technology to create a web-based record keeping 
service designed to assist beekeepers in efficient, effective management of 
their honeybee colonies.  Its most basic function forms a record keeping 
database that allows users to store and access a wide variety of critical infor-
mation about their hive inspections, hive health, relevant weather informa-
tion, and hive components.  Hive Tracks also includes integrated mapping 
tools that help users site their hives in appropriate locations.  With constant 
input from the user community, Hive Tracks is continuously improved to 
meet the changing needs of beekeepers and to incorporate the latest im-
provements in hive management practice.
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Albuquerque,
New Mexico 

Embassy Suites

Join Us! 
47th Annual 
Convention

&
Trade Show
January 5-9, 

2016

www.AHPAnet.comwww.AHPAnet.com
Producers AssociationProducers AssociationProducers AssociationProducers Association
American Honey
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PLANT for POLLINATORS!
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685 S Broadway
Boulder, CO 80305

www.bouldersnaturalanimal.com

303-494-7877
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www.peopleandpollinators.org
ppan@gmail.com

A Colorado organization working to protect people, pollinators and our planet.









  




REMOTELY MONITOR HONEY RESERVES

 +  Scale:    $50/Hive  (up to 20 hives)

ALSEA HIVE SCALE     

Introductory Offer:

See us in the Vendor Area

REDUCE Colony Losses  ~ INCREASE Honey Harvest 

System Recorder:   $168/Apiary

Compatible with Newport Temperature/Humidity monitors
See website for details

Alsea Scale

Newport Monitor

NEW!
EASY TO USE

EASY TO INSTALL

WiFi��
��
�� �

541-528-7800 15918 E. Alsea Hwy., Tidewater, Oregon 97390

info@bee-certain.com     http://bee-certain.com        

©2015 Celestial Seasonings, Inc.

SWEET WORK
Thanks to the Colorado Beekeepers Association 

for their efforts on behalf of bees. After all, 

what’s better in a cup of tea than honey?

Open through Nov. 21 

Longmont Farmers Market
Sat. 8am - 1pm

Boulder County Fairgrounds

Boulder Farmers Market
Sat. 8am - 2pm

13th St. between Canyon & Arapahoe

bcfm.org
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John & Janet Fink, Owners
PO Box 1126 / 5 County Road 640

Walsenburg CO 81089
Phone: 719-738-2081
Fax: 719-738-2081
Cell: 303-910-3589

john@coloradogenerator.com

����������
K N O W  Y O U R  B E E S

The world’s leading 
beekeeping software 
is better than ever. 
Know Your Bees
better than you ever 
thought possible and 
improve your beekeeping 
by joining thousands of 
beekeepers around the world 
who use Hive Tracks.

Go to hivetracks.com 
to sign up for your account!

Langstroth, 
Nuc and 
Top Bar 

Hive Types

Google Map
Showing
Forage

Offline
Mobile

App
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Sustainable Food and...
 Entomophagy (eating insects) 

A presentation 
by Jody Morse 
and other local 
experts!

November 5 
6:00-7:30 pm

If you have additional questions please contact mcopan@butterflies.org or  (720) 974-1877

���� �� ���� ���� ���
���������� �� �����

������������

�����������������������

����������������������

����������������������������������
������������



37

like us on Twitter & Facebook 
or visit us in person at: 3331 W 29th St, Greeley, CO 

www.pvrea.com

Powering Northern 
Colorado for over 
76 yearsCommunity Apiary

Beekeeping Classes

Field Trips for All Ages

Mentorship

Bee-come involved!
 

Now accepting applications for 2016 Community Beekeepers! 

education@hudsongardens.org or 303-797-8565 ext. 306

Learn more about beekeeping at Hudson Gardens:

www.hudsongardens.org
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Thank You
for being with us for this wonderful "Week of the Bee" in Boulder. 

We hope you enjoyed the program and are encouraged to attend the 
2016 Western Apicultural Society Conference

which is to be held in HAWAII next fall.

As information becomes available, it will appear on the website  
(www.westernapiculturalsociety.org). We hope to see you then.

To make sure you keep in touch with WAS happenings, why not join us? 
Membership forms are available at the registration table 

or by contacting the Communications Director/Journal Editor at 
febach3@gmail.com or call 509-573-4245 to have one sent.

The Western Apicultural Society is a non-profit, educational beekeeping 
organization founded in 1978 for the benefit and enjoyment 

of all beekeepers in western North America and beyond. 

Membership in WAS is encouraged from anywhere in the world. 
However, the organization was designed specifically to meet 

the educational needs of beekeepers in the states of 
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and Wyoming; 

the provinces of Alberta, British Columbia, Saskatchewan and the Yukon; 
and the states of northern Mexico.

The main functions of WAS are its quarterly newsletter, the WAS Journal, 
and its excellent annual conference, 

held in a  different state or province each year.

Safe trip home.  See you next year!
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Taught by past W.A.S. President,
Dr. Jerry Bromenshenk,
Scott Debnam, and
Phillip Welch.

ENDORSED BY:
Montana State
Beekeepers Association

The American Honey
Producers Association

Project Apis m.

An online
program from the

University of Montana
consisting of apprentice,

journeyman, and master courses




