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A new decade brings a new focus to the 
Chicago Flower & Garden Show®,  and 
as a matter of fact, a 20/20 Focus 

on Flowers is our theme.  Presented by 811 
Chicago and Peoples Gas, this year’s Flower & 
Garden Show is chocked full of inspiration and 
education that will motivate you to impact your 
own green space.

FOCUS ON FLOWERS: 20 life-sized garden 
exhibits will showcase more than 800 varieties 
of flowers, trees, shrubs and houseplants. 
From a Zen garden filled with Azaleas and a 
vegetable garden in the 1848 Canal garden, 
to a spring outdoor living space filled with 85 
varieties of tulips, you’ll know it’s springtime.

FOCUS ON EDUCATION: With more than 75 
educational programs, you’ll learn how to care 
for your plants, get tips for small space designs, 
container gardening, houseplants and more!

1848 CANAL GARDEN

SU
PPORT OUR HERITAG

E

FOCUS ON ART: Nature is a work of art on 
its own. However, we have combined projects 
from the Chicago Sculptures Exhibit, Women’s 
Journeys in Fiber, and the American Quilter’s 
Society to satisfy the art-lover in all of us.

FOCUS ON URBAN LIVING: Don’t have a big 
yard? Or maybe even a patio? Our focus on 
urban living will help you create the perfect 
parkway, window box containers or interior 
scape. And, you’ll want to check out our 
rooftop garden, too!

FOCUS ON THE NEXT GENERATION:  
Chicago has the only Flower Show in the 
world to feature a Kids Activity Garden. With 
upwards of 10 activities a day, a trip to the 
Show is perfect for families! And, did we 
mention, kid’s tickets are only $5 and all of 
the activities in the garden are free – including 
a live butterfly encounter?

Spring is blooming in Chicago and so is the 2020 Chicago Flower & Garden Show®

Let us turn your thumb green! 
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Entrance A Focus on Your Zen

Trail Marker Trees Garden A Focus on Spring

“2020 FOCUS ON FLOWERS” begins with the 
Gateway Garden created by Kehoe Designs and 
BlackOak Technical Productions. Experience 
the intricate beauty of a single flower in the 
entrance, flanked with 16’ boxwood walls—giant 
floral blossoms morphing from bud to bloom. 

A dramatic living wall spans the width of the 
Gateway Garden and becomes the portal into 
the magical world of the Chicago Flower & 
Garden Show® presented by 811 Chicago and 
Peoples Gas.

Through a collaborations between the Illinois 
Landscape Contractors Association and 
Topiarius, a landscape design, build, and 
maintenance firm, a focus on Zen is brought 
to the Show. This exhibit showcases the 
trends of re-purposing wood into outdoor 
living spaces, while creating a Zen feeling to 
showcase how gardens are being created to 
reduce stress, improve focus, and develop a 
sense of well-being.

Trail Marker Trees were an ancient form of land and 
water navigational aids, as well as a marking system 
to denote areas of significant importance, such as 
ceremonial sites. These trees were used by many, if 
not all, of the Native American tribes and later by 
fur traders and early pioneers. The Trail Marker Trees 
differed in their appearance and formation from 
tribe-to-tribe and from region-to-region. 

Through Dennis Downes’ sculptures and his book, 
it is his goal that this ingenious form of land and 
water navigation never be forgotten. His latest 
Bronze Trail Marker Tree sculpture debuts at 
the 2020 Chicago Flower & Garden Show. The 
sculpture is inspired by and based on trees that 
were found and documented in Lake and Cook 
Counties, dating as far back as the 1800s.

This garden is where the flower shop meets the 
backyard. It features over one hundred different 
varieties of incredibly colorful tulips and spring 
flowers are featured throughout. Visitors are 
encouraged to focus on spring and relax in this 
beautiful backyard setting. The garden extends 
the interior space of a home to the outdoors and 
includes an outdoor kitchen, dining area, and 
fire pit. One of the unique features is a green 
wall made of recycled palettes that serves as 
a backdrop to the kitchen area. The team at 
Clarence Davids & Company encourages you to 
visit the garden and imagine yourself relaxing on 
a beautiful spring afternoon in a lovely backyard!

Sponsor

Sponsor
Sponsors

Sponsor

Design

Build

Collaborator

Design/Build

Design/Build

OUR FAMILY OF BRANDS:
KEHOE DESIGNS | THE GERAGHTY | BLACKOAK 
TECHNICAL PRODUCTIONS | FLORAL EXHIBITS

Collaborators

Jacobs/Ryan 
Associates

Downes  
Studio

FloriSculpture
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Medusa was indescribably beautiful and attracted 
men with ease, but to her misfortune, she also 
captivated a god. Poseidon, the god of the sea, 
wanted to make Medusa his wife and took her 
to Athena’s temple. Athena became enraged by 
Medusa’s presence so she turned Medusa into 
a monster, and anyone who dared look into her 
eyes would be forever turned into stone. 

As you walk through the garden, read the stories 
about Medusa’s unfortunate victims, but make 
sure to watch out for her gaze. Will you be the 
next one caught and turned into stone? We 
welcome the daring to enter…at their own risk.

GARDEN

65

7

Sculpture in the Garden

A Goddess’s Gaze

CHICAGO HIGH SCHOOL  
FOR AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

A presentation of sculpture art by the non-
profit, Chicago Sculpture Exhibit (CSE), features 
inspiring art set amongst a prairie of plants in a 
naturalist-style setting. 

The CSE’s mission is to bring art to 
neighborhoods. The hope is that you will 
encounter art while going about your daily life. 
For more information and a map of art locations, 
visit www.chicagosculptureexhibit.org

Sponsor

Sponsors

Premier Sponsor

Perennial Sponsors

Sponsor

Design/Build

Students and 
Teachers from 
the Chicago 
High School 

for Agricultural 
Sciences

Collaborator

Annual Sponsors

Green Thumb Sponsors

A Focus on Safety
2020 marks the support of 811 Chicago 
and Peoples Gas as the presenting 
sponsors of the Chicago Flower & Garden 
Show®. 

The 811 Chicago and Peoples Gas 
Consumer Safety and Awareness Garden 
features several construction industry and 

Participating Artists 
Ruth Aizuss Migdal 
Bill McGrath
Andrew Arvanetes

Bruce Niemi
Jason Verbeek
Shencheng Xu

Design/Build

consumer safety and awareness activities, 
including damage prevention, interactive 
careers in construction, exposed utilities 
safety messaging, and “Call Before You Dig,” 
a national safe digging program. The garden 
is color-coded to focus on safety and the 
utilities that support our everyday lives. 
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PATHWAYS Hort Couture Fashion Exhibit

A Focus on What’s New
A Mobile Garden Boutique
PLANT TRUCK CHICAGO

Local women artists are challenged each year to 
create a new fiber art project that shares their 
personal journey. The 2020 Challenge asked 
artists to create a two- or three-dimensional work 
inspired by Pathways taken through dreams, 
discoveries or exploration, and using any textile 
technique or techniques.

In & Out Design and R. Montoya, Inc. have created 
a stunning “ART IN THE PARK” garden featuring 
the unique exhibit of Women’s Journeys in Fiber 
Art. Stroll through the paver paths and become 
immersed in color from the abundance of 
flowering plants and artistry. The peaceful sounds 
of flowing water from the fountain will lure you 
further into the garden. 

An experience like no other… attendees will 
behold the Midwest’s iconic Chicago Flower & 
Garden Show® in all its grandeur. Attendees will 
be treated to the unveiling of an extraordinary 
new exhibit of floral fashions, which will be on 
display for the entire five days of the Show. 

It is no surprise that Hort Couture is presented 
by Wintrust Bank, Chicago’s Bank™.  Hort 
Couture spotlights the unique talents of 
Chicago’s leading fashion and floral designers, 
as they create breathtaking floral fashions made 
from plants, flowers and other natural materials.

Proven Winners searches the world to bring 
you vibrant flowering annuals, perennials 
and shrubs that deliver the most beautiful 
garden performance. When you grow Proven 
Winners, you’ll surely fall in love. Proven 
Winners will present a selection of their new 
varieties for 2020.

The Get Growing Foundation (GGF), a nonprofit 
501c3 organization, launched PLANT TRUCK 
Chicago (PTC) in 2019, a mobile garden boutique 
dedicated to providing access to much needed 
plant material in under-served communities.

PTC also generates programming and funding 
opportunities by selling plants, terrariums, 
succulents and other small garden-related items at 
community events and “food truck-style” stops.

The 1974 GMC truck was retrofitted by artist 
Jason Verbeek as a means to showcase his metal 
sculpture art, as well as share positive messaging 
about the environment and plants. Jason 
generously donated his truck to the Foundation.

Dream, Explore, Discover

Taylor and Co. Events
The Butterflyvilla
Stodola Flowers

Honey Street Flowers
Fashion Bar
Brick Malone

Mau Et Cie, LLC
TRBROWN

Geniesse Pierre
 Shernett Swaby
Keralynn Little

Build
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A Focus on Rooftops

Window Box Competition
Quilt in Bloom
AMERICAN QUILTER’S SOCIETY

During your visit to the show, be sure to enjoy 
some time in the Garden Lounge where you’ll 
be able to relax and find inspiration served up 
hot and fresh!

Lifestyles by  
Joe Salerno

Reveal Design Chicago believes the 
exterior is just as important as the interior 
of a home. Established in 2011, their work 
focuses on creating thoughtfully designed 
outdoor living spaces that combine style, 
purpose and functionality. From intimate 
garden balconies and full-scale residential 
landscapes, to multi-unit urban complexes 
looking for outdoor solutions, each project 
is customized to meet the client’s individual 
needs and tastes.

The Garden Clubs of Illinois currently has over 
7,500 members in 166 clubs, an additional 
12 affiliate plant societies, arboretums and 
similar organizations, and three Junior Clubs. 
Founded in 1925, they are a charter member 
of National Garden Clubs, Inc., an international 
organization that is the largest volunteer 
gardening organization in the world.

National Garden Clubs, Inc. provides education, 
resources and additional networking 
opportunities for its members to promote the 
love of gardening, floral design and civic and 
environmental responsibility. 

Text your favorite entrant’s number to help 
them win!

The American Quilter’s Society (AQS) has 
partnered with the Chicago Flower & Garden 
Show® to present a stunning display of  
39 floral quilts. 

“Quilt in Bloom” is a quilt-themed garden 
inspired by the award-winning floral quilts 
featured in the “AQS 2020 Focus on Flowers” 
Quilt Exhibit. Presented by Janome, this 
spectacular quilt exhibit comes to life in the 
form of a garden, where vibrant splashes of 
osteospermums, cyclamen, pansies, and lobelia 
flowers converge into a gorgeous quilt pattern. 

Garden Lounge
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For many city dwellers, the public parkway 
feels like a neglected area that doesn’t do 
justice to their property. For some, it’s the 
only green space available to landscape or 
the last remaining project on their to-do list. 
Let us help.

Tell us your space, light, and water 
requirements. We’ll do the rest! Want 
pollinators? You got it! Crazy for wild foliage 
and textures? Easy! This demo garden 
represents a sampling of opportunities for 
your parkway upgrade. With just a few details, 
City Grange can help cross one project off 
your list.

GARDEN

1716

18

Horticulture  
Photography Competition

Planning Your  
Perfect Parkway

Every garden has a story to tell, so why not 
capture them for timeless memories? Be sure 
to visit the Photo Competition Lounge to see 
the stories of countless gardens unfold right 
before your eyes! The Chicago Flower & Garden 
Show strives to showcase a comprehensive 
representation of beauty, art and creativity 
through horticulture, and we are excited to 
incorporate the photography of our visitors 
in that effort. See the spectacular results and 
decide if your opinion of their artistry match 
those of our judges.

Sponsor

Designers*

   

Collaborator

Timothy J. Hawley

Design/Build

Tablescapes Competition
The word tablescape is often used interchangeably with 
terms like tabletop arrangement, tableaux or centerpiece. 
However, a true tablescape is actually a bit more complex. 
Although tablescapes often adorn the center of the table, 
they are more than centerpieces. A tablescape is an 
overall look that addresses the entire table or surface and 
complements its surroundings. There are no limits to the 
creativity on display in these high-style settings for dining. 
See just what a little imagination brings to the table with 
some of Chicago’s top florists, designers, retailers, event 
planners, and even students!

Every year, a group of AIFD members judges the 
Tablescapes Competition onsite based on the following 
criteria: Tangible Standards, Elements and Principles,  
and Aesthetic Standards.*As of  

publication date

Joe’s Inc.
Relics Rentals

Taylor & Co. Event 
Design

A Perfect Event
CPS (Chicago Public 

Schools)
Ashland Addison
Michelle Durpetti 

Events
Tablescapes Event 

Rentals
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ACTIVITIES

2019

A

1848 Canal Garden Flowers for Dreams  
Floral Market

Sponsors

Presented by

Design

Build

1848 CANAL GARDEN

SU
PPORT OUR HERITAG

E

Garden Gourmet

Explore a recreation of an I & M Canal locktender’s wife’s 
garden in 1848, the year of the opening of the Illinois & 
Michigan Canal, which linked Chicago to New York and 
New Orleans. The plant beds and orchard reflect what 
would have been planted to feed the family and keep 
them healthy, as well as bring in a little extra money.  

The backdrop depicts a typical canal scene with a 
boat pulled by mules along the towpath. Plants include 
a healthy matrix of red fescue, crimson clover and 
apples, with groundcover that reflects the agricultural 
history. Reclaimed materials include Lexington Oak 
fencing, rusticated limestone, and timber pines. 
A Canal Corridor Association project. 

Flowers. Plants. Gifts. Flowers for Dreams brings 
their flower truck and talented designers, along 
with a wonderful variety of fresh cut floral stems, 
to the 2020 Chicago Flower & Garden Show®. 
Create your very own arrangement or ask one of 
their professionals to create something for you. 

Flowers for Dreams started as an unassuming 
college project. The Founders set out to sell a few 
hundred roses to parents outside a high school 
graduation ceremony. 

Today, Flowers for Dreams sells locally crafted 
flowers online for just $35, with free delivery to 
Chicago and service to Milwaukee. Every single 
bouquet sold benefits an amazing local charity.

SCHEDULE 11:30 AM 1:30 PM 3:30 PM 5:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 Best in Bloom Competition
Riva Crab House  

on Navy Pier
Octavio Reynoso

Piccolo Sogno
Tony Priolo

Spring Fling

THURSDAY, MARCH 19 TBA Todd Alexander
Texas De Brazil 

Jorge Russomano
Spring Fling

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 Mario Rizzotti
Peoples Gas “Cooking with 

Gas” Demonstration
Kristen Brogan

Offshore Rooftop & Bar 
Michael Shrader

Spring Fling

SATURDAY, MARCH 21 The Chopping Block
Max Hull

Hewn Bakery 
Ellen King

Club 210 of Highwood 
Ron Onesti 

The Lobby 
The Peninsula Chicago

Brandon Veitch

SUNDAY, MARCH 22 Guildhall 
Fernando Angelina

Purple Sprout Cafe  
and Juice Bar

Irina Kuznetsova
TBA

Collaborators
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Kids Activity Garden

Make ’n’ Take

Cultivating the next generation of 
gardeners, and providing insights into 
healthy and active lifestyle choices for 
kids and their families, are priorities of 
the Chicago Flower & Garden Show®. 

Bugs, Worms and More! Oh My!
Presented by The University of Illinois  
Master Gardeners
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM – Wednesday – Friday
12:00 PM – 5:00 PM – Saturday and Sunday
Activity Description:
The Master Gardeners present an amazing 
Insect Petting Zoo

Craft Your Own Flower Suncatcher!*
Presented by Linda Laake Designs
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM – Everyday
Activity Description:
Create your own flower suncatcher! Select a 
flower, pull it apart to explore and see how it’s 
all connected, and then press the pieces into 
your very own suncatcher!

Children’s Butterfly Encounter
Presented by The Get Growing Foundation
Activity Description:
Step into the magical world of butterflies, learn 
about their life cycle, see them flutter around,  
and have fun feeding them—all part of our live 
butterfly experience!

Kids Potting Party
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Activity Description:
Plant a veggie or herb and take it home!

Paint Your Own Bird House*
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
(Supplies are limited, 50 available per day)
Activity Description:
Paint your own bird house to take home!

Community Canvas
Presented by Erika Vazzana
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM – Wednesday – Friday
(Project unveiled on Saturday morning)
Activity Description:
Join in the creation of a 
mural inside the Flower 
& Garden Show! Erika 
Vazzana will lead guests 
in a special art project 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday. The finished piece 
will be unveiled on Saturday morning and will 
stay on display through the weekend!

Do You Know What’s Below?
12:00 PM – 3:00 PM – Saturday and Sunday
Activity Description:
Begin your experience as a Junior Excavator 
by dressing up in a hard hat and vest—just like 
Nicor Gas employees! Learn how natural gas 
pipelines deliver this energy source to homes 
and schools and how we mark pipelines to 
protect your safety.

Nature Play
Presented by CARDNO
Activity Description:
The Nature Play space is designed for play with 
elements of nature that can be manipulated and 
moved. The space is a collaborative community 
effort and fun for kids of all ages.

Terrarium/Succulent Garden Workshops
Daily
11:00 AM, 1:00 PM, 3:00 PM

Roll up your sleeves and get gardening! The 
beloved make & take workshops at the Chicago 
Flower & Garden Show® combine color and 
creativity into a fun activity that everyone can 
enjoy. 

This year, Flowers for Dreams is leading 
“Build Your Own Succulent Terrarium” classes. 
Attendees will work directly with their 

horticulture and design experts to create 
custom terrariums and learn about proper 
care for succulents year-round!

Be sure to register in advance for the Make-
’n’-Take Workshops!  And, don’t forget, the 
workshop registration does not include 
admission to the 2020 Chicago Flower & 
Garden Show®; you must also purchase an 
admission ticket for the Show.

Collaborator

*While Supplies last
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Education Stage 1 Sponsored by

Sponsored byEducation Stage 2

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 18

THURSDAY,
MARCH 19

FRIDAY,
MARCH 20

SATURDAY,
MARCH 21

SUNDAY,
MARCH 22

10:30 AM Diane Blazek 
National Garden Bureau

Julie Sajtar-Hoerr 
Hoerr Schaudt 

Landscape Architects

Flora Caputo 
Urban Domestic Diva

Allison Zeeb
No Farm Needed

Chris Van Cleave 
Redneck Rosarian

12:00 PM Diane Blazek
National Garden Bureau

Kim Hartmann 
Countryside

Eric Garton
AQS

Chris Van Cleave
 Redneck Rosarian

Kasey Eaves 
Vivant Gardens

1:30 PM Amy Wertheim 
Wertheim’s Gardens

Jason Toth 
Garfield Park 
Conservatory

Tim Harris 
Vegepod

Gemini Bhalsod  
& Nancy Kreith

University of Illinois 
Extension 

Dennis Downes
Downes Studiio

3:00 PM Proven Winners
Jack Barnwell

Joseph Wheeler, Anna 
Braum & Ellen Starr 

I&M Canal

Derek Woodruff
Floral Underground

Ed Caplan
Keeler Gardens

Heather Prince
Fearless Gardening

4:30 PM Spring Fling Spring Fling Spring Fling
Ed Caplan

Keeler Gardens
Heather Prince

Fearless Gardening

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 18

THURSDAY,
MARCH 19

FRIDAY,
MARCH 20

SATURDAY,
MARCH 21

SUNDAY,
MARCH 22

11:00AM Ann Hazelwood
AQS

Amy Wertheim 
Wertheim’s Gardens

Amy Wertheim 
Wertheim’s Gardens

Amy Wertheim 
Wertheim’s Gardens

Amy Wertheim 
Wertheim’s Gardens

12:30PM Melinda Myers
Melinda Myers

Ann Hazelwood
AQS

Peggy Hill Peggy Hill
Lydia Scott

Morton Arboretum

2:00PM Melinda Myers
Melinda Myers

Brittany Buckles
Bike-a-Bee

Susan Betz
Fresh Start Herbs

Ryan McEnaney
Bailey Nursery

Ryan McEnaney
Bailey Nursery

3:30PM Eliza Fouriner
Windy City Harvest

Amanda Christensen
Gardens of Ataraxia

Kasey Eaves
Vivant Gardens

Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh 
Backyard Patch Herbs

Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh
Backyard Patch Herbs

5:00PM Spring Fling Spring Fling Spring Fling
Heather Prince 

Fearless Gardening
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Sponsored byEducation Stage 3

Schedule of Education Classes

WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 18

THURSDAY,
MARCH 19

FRIDAY,
MARCH 20

SATURDAY,
MARCH 21

SUNDAY,
MARCH 22

11:30AM Brekke Bounds 
City Grange

Brekke Bounds 
City Grange

BJ Miller 
City Grange

BJ Miller 
City Grange

BJ Miller
City Grange

1:00PM Frieda Anderson
AQS

Jack Barnwell
Proven Winners

Daniel Suarez 
Audubon Society

Gina Iliopoulos 
Keeler Gardens

Kat Willret
Willrett Flower Co. 

2:30 PM Meredith Schroeder
AQS

Kasey Eaves
Vivant Gardens

Matthew Ryan
The Tallking Farm

Derek Woodruff 
Floral Underground

Ana B. Koval 
I&M Canal

4:00PM Dennis Downes
Downes Studio

Manon (Nonnie) Lyketsos 
Radiant Glass Studio

Leann Dameron
Leelee’s Garden

Tim Harris
Vegepod

Ken Williams & 
Annamaria Leon

5:30PM Spring Fling Spring Fling Spring Fling TBA

March 18
10:30AM - Garden Stage  1  
Diane Blazek  

AAS Winners for Small Spaces
All AAS Winners have be tested and 
trialed for great garden performance. 
But there are many now that are bred 
specifically for containers, window 
boxes and areas where space is a 
concern. Come learn about some of the 
newest AAS Winners that are “just right” 
for your small spaces!

11:00AM - Garden Stage 2 
Ann Hazelwood 

The Joy of Quilts, Books and Flowers
Join the beloved AQS Quilt Fiction 
Author, Ann Hazelwood, as she takes you 
on the journey of her best-selling novels, 
The Colebridge Series with tales of her 
passion for quilting, books and flowers. 

11:30AM - Garden Stage 3 
Brekke Bounds  

Starting Seeds at Home 
Start your own seeds at home. The 
class will include information on 
choosing seeds, making or buying 
biodegradable pots, and how to care 
for your seedlings. 

12:00PM - Garden Stage 1  
Diane Blazek  

Five Cool Plant Classes that “Wow”
National Garden Bureau is a 100 year 
old non-profit organization that was 
founded here in Chicago in 1920. So 
when this organization picks some 
plant classes that have a lot of Wow 
factor, they know what they are talking 
about! Presenter Diane Blazek will 
share their five picks for the 2020 Year 
of program.

12:30PM - Garden Stage 2  
Melinda Myers 

Strategies for Adding Natives to Any 
Size Landscape
Whether gardening on a small city lot 
or larger space, Melinda Myers will help 

you select the right native plants for 
your landscape and gardening goals. 
Native plants are deeply rooted, helping 
to capture, clean, and channel rainfall to 
groundwater. This helps reduce overflow 
of storm sewers, basement backups 
and pollutants entering our waterways. 
Natives also support our pollinators, 
other beneficial insects and birds that 
add enjoyment and essential functions 
in our gardens and communities. 

1:00PM - Garden Stage 3   
Frieda Anderson 

Unfurling  a New Tradition
Discover how famous quilter Frieda 
Anderson’s passion for cloth, stitching, 
making, together with a love of the 
rural landscape,  the natural world and 
the spirituality of a special place have 
influenced her textile artwork.
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1:30PM - Garden Stage 1  
Amy Wertheim  

The Healing Power of Herbs
Through lecture and demonstration, 
learn how to make your own herbal 
salves for sore muscles, arthritis and 
anti-Itch, using some of the more 
common herbs grown in your own 
backyard. 

2:00PM - Garden Stage 2  
Melinda Myers  

Create a Garden Filled with Flowers 
from Spring through Frost
You don’t need a huge yard to enjoy 
flowers from early spring through the 
end of fall. Just pick a few key flowers 
that peak at different times, design 
for maximum impact, and enjoy the 
many benefits, including the birds, 
butterflies and bees they attract. Be 
sure to incorporate perennials, including 
some natives, with multiple seasons of 
interest, even in fall and winter.

2:30PM - Garden Stage 3  
Meredith Schroeder 

35 Years of Quilts, Family & Fun 
Join Meredith Schroeder, founder of 
the American Quilter’s Society, the 
World’s Largest Quilting Membership 
Organization, as she shares her journey 
of how she turned her passion into a 
lifelong family business that has spread 
the art of quilting throughout the world.

3:00PM - Garden Stage 1  
Jack Barnwell 

Overcoming Unique Challenges in 
Landscape and Garden Design from 
Mackinac to Marco Island
Jack will discuss his work on Mackinac 
Island, MI and Marco Island, FL and 
the unique challenges he has faced in 
both locations. Join him to talk about 
his daily grind on the islands and 
discover how Aquapots can make for a 
successful container garden no matter 
the climate.

3:30PM - Garden Stage 2  
Eliza Fouriner 

Windy City Harvest: Connecting 
People to Plants Through Food, Jobs 
and Health
The Chicago Botanic Garden’s Windy 
City Harvest Department connects 
urban residents to plants through food, 

jobs and health.  Operating on 15 sites 
throughout Cook and Lake Counties, 
WCH grows over 160,000 pounds of 
produce every year, most of which 
ends up in the kitchens of community 
members where the farms are located.  
Come learn more about the work the 
Chicago Botanic Garden is doing off of 
the grounds of the Glencoe campus!

4:00PM - Garden Stage 3  
Dennis Downes 

A Brief History of Native American 
Trail Marker Trees of the Great Lakes 
Region 
40 - 50 minute talk with power point 
slides cover what a Trail Marker Tree 
is, who used them and how, and actual 
photos of real life examples dating back 
to the 1800s, with an emphasis on Lake 
and Cook County / the Great Lakes.

MARCH 19
10:30AM - Garden Stage 1  
Julie Sajtar-Hoerr  

Native Landscapes - Between Nature, 
Desire & Design
Recent trends have encouraged a use 
of native plants and a natural aesthetic, 
expanding the traditional palette 
deployed by the landscape architect 
or designer.  Through the exploration 
of case studies, we will show how 
design elements become the organizing 

framework through which to view and 
appreciate native plants. This newfound 
appreciation among our clients 
reinforces the relationship between 
people and nature, essential to the 
longevity of our natural environment.

11:00AM - Garden Stage 2  
Amy Wertheim  

Smoothing Your Cares Away
Watch how the combination of Herbal 
Oils and a few additional ingredients 
create an emulsion right before your 
very eyes to make the perfect lotion 
for smoothing and toning your all-over 
body. Baby lotions and facial lotions will 
also be covered. 

11:30AM - Garden Stage 3 
Brekke Bounds  

Starting Seeds at Home
Start your own seeds at home. The class 
will include information on choosing 
seeds, making or buying biodegradable 
pots, and how to care for your 
seedlings. 

12:00PM - Garden Stage 1  
Kim Hartmann  

Best New Plants for 2020
We will highlight the best new annuals, 
perennials, roses, vegetables, shrubs and 
trees for 2020. Only those plants with 
unique new features that are successful 
in our region make the list. Come see 
what’s new!

12:30PM - Garden Stage 2  
Ann Hazelwood 

The Joys of Quilts, Books and 
Flowers
Join the beloved AQS Quilt Fiction 
Author, Ann Hazelwood, as she takes 
you on the journey of her best-selling 
novels, The Colebridge Series, with tales 
of her passion for quilting, books and 
flowers

1:00PM - Garden Stage 3  
Jack Barnwell 

Overcoming Unique Challenges in 
Landscape and Garden Design from 
Mackinac to Marco Island
Jack will discuss his work on Mackinac 
Island, MI and Marco Island, FL and 
the unique challenges he has faced in 
both locations. Join him to talk about 
his daily grind on the islands and 
discover how Aquapots can make for a 
successful container garden no matter 
the climate.

1:30PM - Garden Stage 1 
Jason Toth 

Watering – Explained!
How could something as simple as 
watering a plant be complicated? 
This presentation will break down the 
different considerations one must make 
when it comes to watering plants; 
directly planted or containerized, 
indoor or outdoor, real or plastic. 
Plant physiology, soil composition and 
texture, environmental factors, and the 
dynamic qualities of water will all be 
discussed. 

2:00PM - Garden Stage 2 
Brittany Buckles  

Chicago’s Native Bumble Bees 
Including the Endangered Rusty 
Patch Bumble Bee
This seminar will teach you how to 
identify the local bumble bee species 
that live in the Chicagoland region, 
including the endangered, federally-
protected rusty patched bumble bee. 
You will learn how to take photos for 
identification and data collection, along 
with where to upload your photos 
for professional identification and 
endangered species reporting.  
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2:30PM - Garden Stage 3  
Kasey Eaves - Vivant Gardens 

Perennial Edibles for Low 
Maintenance Gardens
Wanting homegrown flavor within a low 
maintenance landscape? Kasey will take 
you through her favorite edibles that, 
with little work, can bring you years of 
harvest - including a few you will not 
find at the market. 

3:00PM - Garden Stage 1  
Joseph Wheeler, Anna Braum  
& Ellen Starr  

Planting a Prairie at Home: Best 
Practices from Midewin National 
Tallgrass Prairie
In 1848 with the opening of the I&M 
Canal, the Chicago area moved from 
prairie to farmland, now there is an 
effort to restore the prairie at the USDA 
Forest Service’s Midewin National 
Tallgrass Prairie just southwest of 
Chicago.  There, volunteers, partners 
and staff are working with over 275 
different species of native Illinois prairie 
plants. Learn how to create your own 
prairie garden from the experts at the 
18,500-acre Midewin prairie.  

3:30PM - Garden Stage 2  
Amanda Christensen 

The Daily Joy of Daylilies
This presentation will cover the main 
plant features as it pertains to making 
design decisions in the garden. 
Growing conditions and care in order 
to maximize flower potential will be 
addressed. Participants will leave with 
inspirational ideas on how to choose 
cultivars and incorporate the daily joy of 
daylilies into their gardens.
  
4:00PM - Garden Stage 3 
Manon (Nonnie) Lyketsos 

Radiant Glass Studio Art Glass in the 
Home and Garden
In this talk, Manon will give a broad 
overview of art glass over the past 150 
years. Beginning with Louis Comfort 
Tiffany and John LaFarge’s revival 
of stained glass in the 19th century, 
to the medley of glass varieties and 
styles being produced today, glass 
is a medium that is beloved across 
generations. Far from being a dying 
discipline, art glass today is a vibrant 
and accessible art that is bursting with 
innovation. In this talk, Manon will cover 

traditional stained glass, fused glass, 
torchwork, enameling, cut glass, blown 
glass, and more. She will also show a 
few samples of her own work and share 
with you where to find workshops and 
classes to learn to make it yourself.

MARCH 20
10:30AM - Garden Stage 1 
Flora Caputo 

You can “BEE NATIVE!” in Urban 
Settings to Help Your Local 
Pollinators
I plan to address the native plant stigma, 
especially in urban areas (e.g. milkweed 
being illegal in Chicago until 2017; the 
perception of “weeds” versus flowers 
and overuse of the word “invasive”) and 
how native plants can be brought into 
small spaces easily.  I’ll also show how 
container planting can include native 
plants -- a perfect solution for condo 
owners and those concerned about 
aggressive growers... and some proof 
that it really does make a difference. 
  
11:00AM - Garden Stage 2  
Amy Wertheim  

The Healing Power of Herbs
Through lecture and demonstration, 
learn how to make your own Herbal 
Salves for Sore Muscles, Arthritis and 
Anti-Itch using some of the more 

common herbs grown in your own 
backyard. 

11:30AM - Garden Stage 3 
BJ Miller  

The Year Round Culinary Herb 
Garden
Have a wide variety of fresh herbs at 
your fingertips in every season.  You 
will learn a foolproof, zero-waste way to 
grown healthy and flavorful herbs that 
will thrive for months, even in winter.  
Have them fresh and ready to use when 
you need them, for a fraction of the cost 
of buying them at a store. 

12:00PM - Garden Stage 1  
Eric Garton 

Public Gardens – Growing 
Community
The role of public gardens is expanding. 
Beyond their amazing display and 
research plant collections, public 
gardens are poised to engage their 
communities with high quality, 
experiential education, volunteer service 
opportunities, and special events of all 
shapes and sizes. Public gardens are 
growing community!

12:30PM - Garden Stage 2  
Peggy Hill 

Sanctuary Gardens
What is a sanctuary garden, and how 
can you create your own garden 
retreat? Peggy will give you a list of 

five things every sanctuary garden 
needs, followed by examples of different 
sanctuary gardens. Enjoy pictures 
from the glorious gardens that Peggy 
has visited. See photos of the Maine 
Botanical Garden, gardens from the 
Buffalo Garden Walk, and many more.

1:00PM - Garden Stage 3 
Daniel Suarez 

Plants for Birds
Your garden is your outdoor sanctuary. 
With some careful plant choices, it can 
be a haven for native birds, as well. 
Learn from Daniel Suarez, Audubon 
Great Lakes’ Stewardship Manager 
and native plant expert, about how 
landscaping with native species in your 
yard, patio, or balcony, can transform 
your home into a vital recharge station 
for birds passing through, as well as a 
sanctuary for nesting and overwintering 
birds. Each patch of restored native 
habitat is just that—a patch in the frayed 
fabric of the ecosystem in which it lies. 
By landscaping with native plants, we 
can turn a patchwork of green spaces 
into a quilt of restored habitat.

1:30PM - Garden Stage 1 
Tim Harris  

Container Gardening 
MISSING INFO

2:00PM - Garden Stage 2 
Susan Betz  

A Green Revival: Cultivating Gardens 
for People, Place and Plants
A positive shift and a new way 
of thinking about our gardens 
neighborhoods and community green 
spaces has taken shape and is now a 
reality. Shrinking property boundaries, 
life in the digital age, and tightly packed 
schedules are provoking a yearning for 
a deeper relationship with the natural 
world. People are taking charge of their 
home environments by consciously 
choosing to create gardens and 
outdoor spaces inspired with a focus on 
homemaking, placemaking and regional 
ecology. The best outdoor spaces 
are created in harmony with nature, 
demonstrate respect for the web-of life, 
and honor three essential relationships: 
plants to place, plants to people and 
plants to other plants. 
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2:30PM - Garden Stage 3  
Matthew Ryan 

Urban Farming: Combining 
Agriculture, Sustainability, Education 
and Community Engagement 
Matthew will discuss how The Talking 
Farm, an urban farm, produces 
sustainably grown vegetables in an 
urban environment, while fulfilling its 
mission to educate the community on 
urban farm methods and sustainable 
agriculture.  The presentation will also 
focus on The Talking Farm’s community 
engagement efforts through education 
programming, membership and small 
business partnerships.

3:00PM - Garden Stage 1  
Derek Woodruff 

New Age Hacks for the Recreational 
Floral Designer
In this engaging program, Derek 
Woodruff, owner of Floral Underground, 
will guide you through the latest and 
greatest design hacks using some of 
the newest professional floral design 
mechanics available now!

3:30PM - Garden Stage 2 
Kasey Eaves 

Pollinator Planning: How Companion 
Flowers Can Boost Your Harvest
Need more harvest without sacrificing 
space? Learn how to bring the bees and 
bugs to your garden early with simple 
seed combinations, creating bumper 
crops and healthier ecosystems along 
the way. 

4:00PM - Garden Stage 3 
Leann Dameron

Title
MISSING INFORMATION  

MARCH 21
10:30AM - Garden Stage 1
Allison Zeeb

Not the Way Your Grandma Pressed 
Flowers
Pressing flowers is an art form no longer 
stuck in the 1800’s. Learn how to press, 
preserve and create pressed and dried 
flower art to show others your passion 
through plants! 

11:00AM Garden Stage 2
Amy Wertheim

Smoothing Your Cares Away
Watch how the combination of herbal 
oils and a few additional ingredients 
create an emulsion right before your 
very eyes to make the perfect lotion 
for smoothing and toning your all-over 
body. Baby lotions and facial lotions will 
also be covered. 

11:30AM Garden Stage 3
BJ Miller

Everything You Need to Know About 
Horticultural Lighting
Learn the important ways in which 
lighting affects plants based on the 
most current research.  We will have a 
discussion about the different types of 
grow lights and the pros and cons of 
each, as well as dispel some common 
misconceptions associated with grow 
lights. 

12:00PM Garden Stage 1
Chris Van Cleave

Roses for the Real World
This fun and interactive presentation 
will break down common myths about 
growing roses and will demonstrate 
hands on, how to select the best 
varieties and companion plants to 

achieve maximum results in your 
garden. Chris will also share with you his 
best tips for planting and caring for the 
roses in your garden.

12:30PM Garden Stage 2
Peggy Hill

Eco-Friendly Gardening
How you manage your lawn and garden 
directly impacts the health of our planet. 
This lively, fast-paced program covers 
important topics such as the soil web, 
pest control, and more.

1:00PM Garden Stage 3
Gina Iliopoulos

Building a Pollinator Habitat
Building a haven for pollinators takes 
a plan for healthy soil, a sound design 
with native plants, and attention to 
important details, like mulching and 
proper watering. This interactive 
seminar will take you through the steps 
on how to create your perfect habitat, 
with plenty of suggestions and guidance 
to create your own special space, of any 
size, in any region.

1:30PM Garden Stage 1
Gemini Bhalsod & Nancy Kreith

Introduction to Native Landscape 
Design
Cook County Conservation @Home 
ProgramNative plants are beautiful, 
adapted to our local region and 
beneficial to wildlife, but how do you 
make them look their best in your 
home landscape? Learn simple design 
principles, as well as about some 
friendly native plants for your home 
garden in this University of Illinois 
Extension Cook County-led program. 
We will also discuss how you can get 
involved in conservation efforts through 
the Conservation@Home program with 
Illinois Extension and Forest Preserves 
of Cook County.

2:00PM Garden Stage 2
Ryan McEnaney

Hydrangeas, What the Heck?
So, you’ve picked a new hydrangea or 
already have a few in your garden... now 
what the heck do you do with them? 
Learn some of the basics to get the 
biggest bloom for your buck and be 
inspired on how to use them in your 
garden and landscape. With stunning 
and sometimes funny photos and 

videos, you’ll walk away with creative 
combinations, container garden ideas, 
and real-life examples of creating a 
beautiful garden using hydrangeas 
without a lot of work. 

2:30PM Garden Stage 3
Derek Woodruff

Life of the “Terrarium Bar” Party
In this dynamic program, Derek 
Woodruff, owner of Floral Underground, 
will demonstrate how to build terrariums 
for success, as well as go over all of the 
fundamentals of hosting an engaging 
terrarium bar party or event.

3:00PM - Garden Stage 1
Ed Caplan

Focus on Flowers with Your Mobile 
Device: Digital Photography in the 
Garden
Do you have a smartphone?  Do you 
want to share what you see in your 
own and others’ gardens? Come learn 
how to take pictures of flowers and 
gardens with your mobile device, tricks 
professionals use, and how to share 
those photos with the larger garden 
community.

3:30PM Garden Stage 2
Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh

Infusion: Infusing the Flavors of 
Herbs
Herbs can infuse their scent and flavor 
in many different ways for cooking, bath 
and tea. Explore how to create herbal 
salts, sugars and vinegars, pastes and 
pesto, simple syrups for cocktails, and 
anything else that can be used to infuse 
the scent and flavor of herbs. Real-time 
demonstrations give participants a feel 
for how easy it is to create items with 
herbs for everyday use.  Recipes and 
instructions will be provided.  

4:00PM Garden Stage 3
Tim Harris

Urban Gardening
NEED INFORMATION

4:30PM Garden Stage 1
Ed Caplan

Connect with Nature: Exploring 
Nature Play and its Benefits
Did you play outside as a child? Do your 
children play outside? Come learn why 
playing in nature settings is crucial to 
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our physical, emotional, and cognitive 
development. We will also share nature 
play spaces in the Chicago area and the 
key components of nature play. 

5:00PM Garden Stage 2
Heather Prince

Hydrangeas 101
One of our favorite long-blooming 
shrubs for the home landscape, we 
love hydrangeas for their big, beautiful 
blossoms, ease of planting, and 
decorative dried flowerheads. Explore 
heirloom favorites and the hottest new 
cultivars. We’ll discuss the siting, care, 
and pruning requirements of each of 
the five shrub species and the two vines 
commonly planted in the Chicago area. 

MARCH 22
10:30AM - Garden Stage  1
Chris Van Cleave  

Which Rose is Right for You?
Confused about which roses will 
perform best in your garden? In this 
seminar, Chris will share his extensive 
knowledge with you about all types of 
roses that can be grown for maximum 
color impact without chemical 
intervention. He’ll reveal the various 
types of roses, their growth habits and 
the level of care for each variety to 
help you decide which rose is perfect 
for your garden space. It’s a fun and 
interactive Q&A style seminar that will 
have you ready for spring planting!

11:00AM - Garden Stage 2  
Amy Wertheim 

The Healing Power of Herbs
Through lecture and demonstration, 
learn how to make your own herbal 
salves for sore muscles, arthritis and 
anti-Itch using some of the more 
common herbs grown in your own 
backyard. 

11:30 AM - Garden Stage 3 
BJ Miller 

Growing Successful Leafy Greens & 
Herbs Indoors
Never buy greens or herbs from the 
store again! We will introduce you to 
a method of growing that is so easy 
and so fun you may never grow them 
outside again.

12:00PM - Garden Stage 1  
Kasey Eaves  

Perennial Edibles for Low 
Maintenance Gardens
Want homegrown flavor within a low 
maintenance landscape? Kasey will take 
you through her favorite edibles that, 
with little work, can bring you years of 
harvest - including a few you will not 
find at the market. 

12:30PM - Garden Stage 2 
Lydia Scott 

Chicago’s Woody Plants -  
The Wonderful and the Wicked
A 2010 study found that 28% of all trees 
in the seven-county Chicago region 
are invasive buckthorn- and that most 
of them exist on private property! 
Attendees will learn why buckthorn 
and other invasives are such a problem, 
steps for removing them or hiring a 
trustworthy contractor, and replacement 
options that are way more fun, including 
beautiful natives and delicious edibles. 
Reap the rewards of #HealthyHedges 
and help us solve a regional problem at 
the same time.

3:00PM - Garden Stage 1 
Heather Prince 

Well-Behaved Natives for Small 
Gardens
Explore a curated list of native plants 
that can enliven the home garden 
without growing out of bounds. We will 
examine plants for all types of sites from 
shady to sunny, wet to dry. Discover 
how to layer in natives to attract 
pollinators and birds, plus give you 
seasons of color and pleasure.

3:30PM - Garden Stage 2 
Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh 

Craft Your Own Herb Blends
A master class in blending herb flavors 
teaches you how to identify the specific 
essences of herbs and their flavors.  It 
will consist of a discussion of the flavors 
and scents of the herbs, followed by the 
steps to create your own herb seasoning 
mixes and herb teas, including knowing 
the best pairings of herbs with meats 
and vegetables. We will work with fresh 
and dried herbs and you’ll go home with 
techniques. 

4:00PM - Garden Stage 3 
Ken Williams & Annamaria Leon 

A New Vision for Residential 
Permascaping: Building 
Neighborhood Ecosystems 
Land is precious and can provide 
limitless bounty. Today, residential land 
is used primarily for ornamentation. 
There is a pressing need to change 
this and for beautiful residential 
properties to feed all neighbors; the soil 
microbes, birds, butterflies, and every 
homeowner. Community Gardening is a 
model for doing this affordably. Join a 
conversation about again making both 
our landscapes and our neighborhoods, 
part of the webwork of life.

4:30PM - Garden Stage 1 
Heather Prince 

Woody Plants for Butterflies (and 
Moths)
Did you know an oak tree is the host 
for more than 500 species of butterflies 
and moths? Discover the many trees 
and shrubs that are home to a wide 
array of Lepidoptera. We’ll explore the 
host plants and life cycles of common 
favorites and rare beauties in this 
information-packed session.

1:00PM - Garden Stage 3  
Kat Willret 

The Slow Flowers Movement 
Kat Willrett of Willrett Flower Co. 
will be discussing the slow flower 
movement and why she focuses on 
designing with locally grown blooms. 
She will demonstrate a seasonal 
arrangement and share her favorite 
sources for Chicago-land grown 
flowers! 

1:30PM - Garden Stage 1 
Dennis Downes

A Brief History of Native American 
Trail Marker Trees of the Great Lakes 
Region 
This 40 - 50 minute talk with power 
point slides covers what a Trail Marker 
Tree is, who used them and how, and 
actual photos of real life examples 
dating back to the 1800s, with an 
emphasis on Lake and Cook County / 
the Great Lakes.
  
2:00PM - Garden Stage 2 
Ryan McEnaney 

New Plants and from  
Where They Come
Ever wonder how new plants come 
to be? Want to learn what’s new this 
year? Speaker Ryan McEnaney gives 
a behind-the-scenes peak at this 
process, whether it be through targeted 
breeding efforts or discovery in nature. 
Don’t worry…it’s not a heady science 
lecture, rather a fun look at how new 
varieties make it from seed to the 
garden center. Highlighted throughout 
this conversation are new plants for 
2020 that do especially well in the 
Chicagoland area and will inspire your 
garden center shopping this spring.

2:30PM - Garden Stage 3 
Ana B. Koval 

The 1848 I&M Canal Garden: Telling 
the Story of a Frontier Garden
In 1848 when the I&M Canal opened, 
each lock was tended by a locktender 
who lived in a house near the lock and 
each locktender’s wife would have had 
a garden.  Find out what this woman’s 
garden would have included as she fed 
her family and kept them healthy as 
well as brought in a little extra money 
through her efforts.




